592

State that they had reluctantly been com-
pelled to reduce the price for lemons from
£20 a ton to £17 a ton.

In the last day or so we have been
talking a great deal about the increased
cost of production and what these in-
creases mean to industrialists and the
primary producer. I have just mentioned
this case regarding lemon production to
show all is not well with the lemon indus-
try in Western Australia. What we fear
is that a worse tragedy would occur if
the factories did not dispose of their pro-
cessed product and were unable to con-
tinue paying even £17 a ton. Ii they
closed down and ceased to buy any further
supplies of lemens, it would he a real
tragedy to the lemon-growers of Western
Australia because there is over 50 per cent.
of the lemon production still on the trees.

On motion by Mr. I. W. Manning, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read brayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLEMENT
Improvements to Perillup Property

1. The Hon. J. M. THOMSON asked the
Minister for Local Government:
Further to my question on Wed-
nesday, the 17th August, 1960,
relating to a contract let by the

{COUNCIL.]

War Service Land Settlement
Board for scarifying, etc., on a
property at Perillup—

(a) was the contract let to a
parénis and citizens’ asso-
ciation;

(b) as indicated in the reply to
No. (2) of my previous
question that settlers are
required to do a further 100
acres at their own expense,
will the settler be credited
with the amount for such
work when his final valua-
tion is made;

(¢) if the reply to (b) is “Yes”
what will this amount he?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN replied:
(a) Yes.
{b) No.
(¢) See (b},

DEATH OF MRS. M. J. WHITE
I'npestigation of Circumstances

2. The Hon. F, R. H. LAVERY asked the

Minister for Mines:
On the 29th November, 1857, a
motion was agreed to by the
Legislative Council to investigate
the circumstances of the death of
the late Mrs. M. J, White—

(a) Was the inquiry required
by the Legislative Counci)
in fact conducted?

(b) If so, what was the decision
on each of the 10 points of
the query enumerated on
page 3842 of Hansard Vol
3 of 19572

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH replied;

Apart from the inquiry conducted
by the Commissioner of Public
Health already referred to in the
House by the honourable member
and reported in Hensard Vol 3,
1957 page 3837 et seq., no further
inquiry has been held pending
action to be taken by the honour-
able member as suggested by the
chairman of the Nurses Registra.-
tion Board in his letter dated the
30th January, 1958, as per Legis-
lative Council File 7/326, 1957.

TRAFFIC ACT
Reinstatement of a Subregulalion

3. The Hon. E. M. DAVIES asked the
Minister for Mines:
Will the Government give urgent
consideration to the reinstatement
of subregulation (3) of regulation
No. 126 made under the Traffic
Act, 1919, such subregulation hav-
ing been revoked on the 6th
October, 18597 T make this request



[Tuesday, 23 August, 1960.1 593

in view of the subjection of
drivers of certain omnibuses to
the dangers of oncoming traffic
by the revocation of the sub.
regulation mentioned.

The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH replied;

This matter was recently the sub-
ject of considerable investigation,
following which it was considered
that there was no necessity for
retention of the regulation,

HALL'S CREER

Investigation of Mineral Resources

4. The Hon, W. P. WILLESEE asked the
Minister for Mines:

Mention was made during the
Governor’s speech of an increased
staff in the geological section of
the Mines Department for the
purpose of appreciating Western
Australia’s mineral resources.
Would the Minister give con-
sideration to an early investiga-
tion of the Hall’s Creek area of
this State when this increased
staff is obtained? If so0, what
would he concider a reasonable
future date for such work to
commence?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied;

No.

27H

29H
106H
127H
133H
134H
135H
136H
137H
138H
139H
142H
343K
l44H
145H
146H
147H
148H
1514
152H
1533H
154H
155H
156H
1570
158H
159H

A detailed programme for the
geological survey section, when
expanded. cannot be prepared
until the reorganisation—which
will take several months to com-
plete—is well on the way. The

senior position has already heen
adveriised, and others will be ad-
vertised after this appointment is
made.

The Hali’s Creek area will then be
considered, but no likely date of
any investigation of same can be
given at this stage.

PETROLEUM ACT

Permits and Leases
The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND asked
the Minister for Mines:

(1) Under the Petroleum Act, how
many—

(a) permits to explore;
(b) licenses to prospect;
(¢} petroleum leases;
are at present held?
(2) What is the area of each holding?

(3) Who is the holder of each area
and from what dates have they
been held?

{4} On which holdings are the holders
operating or have operated deep
drilis?

(5) On what date did the holders of
Exmouth Gulf areas cease deep
drilling?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1 (a) 30;
(b) 43;

{¢) Nil.
2}, (3), and (4)—

LIST OF PERMITS TO EXPLORE AS AT 19/8/1960

Holder

West Australian Petroleum Pty. Ltd.
Do. do. do.

Westralinn il Ltd.

Gulf Oil Syndicate ...

Jacksons Explorations

Exoil Pty. Lid.

Hawkstone Oil Co. Ltd.

Exoil Pty. Ltd. .

Frome-Broken Hill Company Pty “Ltd.
do. do.

Do.
Ta. do. do.
Do. do. do.
Do. do. do.
Hackathorn Oils Pty. Lid.
Do. do. .-
Do. do.
Davis, David Llewellyn
Da. do.
Hunt 0il Company & Placid Ol Company
Do. do. do.
Do. do. do
Do. do. do.

Date Transferred

Area Date Granted to Present
{Sq. Miles) Holder

52,000 23/10/1952

31,100 93/10/1952

11,500 29/3/1955

13,800 20/3/1955

15,750 3/9/1957

12,600 10/12/1938 28/7/1959

12,600 10/12/1958 28/7/1959

12,450 10/12/1958 28/7/1959

12,300 10/12/1958 28/ /1959

12,250 16/12/1958 28/7/1939

12,200 16/12/3958 28/7/1959
5,200 9/4/1939 5/5/1959

12,000 28/7/1959 28/771959

16,700 17/8/1959

12,050 17/8/1959

13,000 17/8/1959

12,850 17/8/1959

12,600 17/8/1959

14,200 87271960

11,650 8/2/1960

13,050 8/2/1960

13,800 9/2/1960

13,800 9/2/1960

12,450 11/771960 5/8/1960

12,600 11/7/1960 5/8/1960

12,800 11/7/1960 5/8/1060

12,800 11/7/1960 5/8/1960
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LIST OF EXISTING LICENSES TO PROSPECT AS AT 19/8/19G0

594
No. Holder
30H  West Australian Petrolenm Pty. Ltd.
40H Do. do. do.
41H Do. do. do.
42H Do. do. do.
44H Do. do. do.
45H Do. do. do.
46H Do. do. do.
51H Do. do. do.
52H Do. do. do.
53H Do. do. do.
54H Do do. do
50H Do do. do.
56H Do. do. do.
57TH  Westralian Oil Ltd. -
58H  Associated Freney Qil Fields No Liability
59H Do. do, do.
60H Do. do. do.
61H Do. doa. do.
62H Do. do. do.
63H  West Australian Petroleum Pty. Ltd.
64H Exoil Pty. Ltd.
65H Do. -
661  ‘West Australian Petroleum Pty. Ltd.
67H Do. do. do.
68H Do. do. do.
69H Do. do. do.
70H Do. do. do.
71H Do. do. do.
72H Do. do. do.
73H Do. do. do.
4R Do. do. do.
5H Do. do. do.
76H Do. do. do.
TMH Do. do. do.
T8H Do. do. do.
70H Do. do. do.
S0H Deo. da. do.
S1H Do. do. do
82H Do. do. do
83H Do. do. do
84H Do. do. do.
85H. Do. do. do.
86H Do. do. do.

(5) The 6th February, 1958.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY
Eighth Day
Debate resumed from the 18th August.

THE HON. R. F. HUTCHISON (Subur-
ban) [4.40): Lately I have noticed a re-
luctance to grant reasonable help or pen-
sions to ex-servicemen. Many applications
have been made to me to help get pensions
or other assistance for servicemen who
have tried, at considerable inconvenience,
to get assistance from the Repatriation
Department. Mostly they are told that
their condition is not war-caused. In my
opinion, &5 a4 woman, any man who hgs
served his country in a world war is
entitied to consideration. We see returned
men in their fifties and sixties who have
no specific disablement mentioned in re-
gard to their pensions, but those men

Deep Drilling

Ared Date No. of  Total
{Sq. Miles) Granted Holes Depth {ft.)

186473 23/12/1954
16052 23/12/1954
133-541 22/12/1954
192:159 2271219534
1953-361 22/12/1954 22 22 488
180-093 22/12/1954
188973 181171955 ..
191-306 20/6/1957 1 1,413
190453 771071957 1 7,630
195-535 17/12/1957 1 6,004
197-5867 8/5/1958 2 16,437
19G-032 15/7/1058 1 4,720
200 23/2/1959 2 11,50£
195-984 30/9/195%
120 98/10/19539 1 6,001
113-418 928/10/1939 1 9,072
113-232 28/10/1939
112-528 28/10/1959 1 9,828
112-477 28/10/1950
117-687 30/9/1959 19 71,997
188-512 13/11/1959 1 1,719
200 13/11/1959 1 1,282
200 19/1/1960 1 5,420
199437 21,/4/1960 1 8,101
195-121 18/5/1960
175-143 18/5/1960
192-811 18/5/1960
187-05% 18/5/1960
194744 18/5/1960
188-671 18/5/1960
186-012 18/5/1960 i 12,915
190-765 18/5/1960
192-889 18/5/1960 1 10,144
196-224 187571960 .
189 684 18/5/1960 1 4,080
198-750 18/5/1960 4 14,034
188-941 18/5/1960 .
193- 350 18/5/1960
1938-133 18/5/1960 3 4,365
193-104 18/5/1960 1 1,500
187-411 18/5/1960 4 27,005
187032 18/5/1960 1 3,858
188-953 18/5/1960

would be troubled with war-caused ill-
health. A man who served his country in
time of war, under the conditions that
exist at such a time, is entitled to some
consideration, without his qualifications
being too great, from the Commonwealth
Government, through the Repatriation
Department.

I know a man who has a lung complaint,
and he was months trying to get work.
The authorities at Hollywood Hospital
would not engage him, although he had
been in and out of the hospital for
months, because they said his complaint
was not directly war-caused. His com-~
plaint, as I understand 1§, would be
caused through his heing gassed. He
might not have been gassed very badly,
but the condition worsens as time goes on.
Any man who served in the front line
under the conditions that applied in
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France, as my brother served, gave ten
vears of his life veoluntarily to his coun-
try; because I would say that such service
would take ten years off his life.

The Repatriation Department could he
much more lenient towards these men; if
a returned soldier has a sickness that can-
not be helped, a pension should be granted
to him more easily than it is today. Some
of these men have married, even for a
second time, and they have their wives
and families at home, and the time for us
to look after them is when their health
fails in later years.

I wish to mention again that there has
been a heavy rise in water rates; and
this seems to be very unreasgnable, I
daresay this subject will be developed by
other members, so I will not do more than
voice my protest at this increase being
made in the rates so soon after the in-
crease made by the previous Government.
I wish to express my pleasure at the drain-
age scheme that has been put into effect
in the Bedford district; it has been a great
comfort to the people theve.

I would like to know why the Minister
is so silent about the large resumptions
threatened in the Belmont area for the
Perth Airport. I hear men say that we
should not stand in the way of progress,
but I am speaking on behalf of the
women and families in the Belmont dis-
trict, and also for the Hawkevale home
for handicapped boys. A few nights ago
1 attended 2 bhall where T saw some of
these lads; and that home is a godsend
to those adolescents. But now, just when
they have settled down and are going
nicely, I bzlieve the resumptions will hit
them badly.

When the Welshpool resumptions were
made, the Government took over a
scattered area, but in close proximity to
a railway which could not well be pushed
out. Then the Minister went atround
whipping up meetings. I remember at-
tending one meeting where the feeling was
running high because he had told his own
version of the story and the people in the
distriet were quite hostile. I have not
whipped up anything in regard to this re-
sumption myself, but this is a serious
matter.

There is a deep silence on the part of
the Minister; and he is not trying to pro-
tect any of the people who have homes
there. Those people have been seftled in
the distriet for a fair while; and it is a new
and growing suburb. The houses are new;
they are not old places or slums. But the
Government is going to resume this big
piece of land there for the jet airlines.

The Hon. H, K. Watson: That is the
Federal Government.

The Hon., R. F. HUTCHISON: 1 know;
but T am talking of the resumption of
land that is to be made by this Govern-
ment.
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The Hon. H. K. Watson: No; the Federal
Government.

The Hon. R. P, HUTCHISON: I under-
stand that is correct.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You are not
only wrong about that, but you are alsa
wrong about the aeccusations you are
making,

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: About the
Minister whipping up meetings? No, I am
not.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Yes, you are.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I was
well in the fight in connection with it.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You are int
every fight.

The Hon, R. F. HUTCHISON: If I am
wrong about the resumptions, and the re-
sponsibility is on the Federal Government,
then I shall protest about the matter to
that Government through this Parliament;
and I will protest further to the Federal
Government later. It is a pretty awful
thing to make these resumptions in a
built-up area in a new distriet. At great
expense, we brought a man here to lay
out a plan for the city, but no notice is
being taken of his plan, because it stands
in the way of what the Government wishes
to do. The airport will be for all time,
and the question of these resumptions
could well be looked into again. I was
wondering why the Minister was so silent
about the matter; I did not know it con-
cerned the Federal Government; I thought
the State had to make the resumptions.

1 have received several letters of protest
from residents of South Perth on the new
developmental project that is envisaged
for the South Perth foreshore. Those
people are concerned about that part of
the riverfront being taken up by private
enterprise for the specific purpose of
establishing clubs and other places of en-
tertainment. They consider that the en-
croachment on the land by such a private
company will be for the benefit of privi-
leged groups only, and that very soon the
area will be denied to the public in gen-
eral. One woman tcld me that she got a
shock when she saw a notice outside the
South of the River Yacht Club which
read, “Private road—keep out.” This is the
sort of resiriction on the general public
that should not be allowed, or otherwise
the position will get out of hand.

A year or two age I heard the Mel-
bourne Town Planner say that Perth, of
all the capital cities of Australia, had an
unequalled oppertunity because it had the
advantage of 50 years’ experience of the
mistakes made by those other capital
cities in regard to town planning and city
beautification. The Swan River is our
greatest asset from an aesthetic point of
view, We have no high mountains or
snowelad slopes which some of the other
States have. We have the hot, sparse out-
back areas; but these disadvantages are
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outweighed by the beautiful environs of
Perth. Now is the {ime for planning to
make the best of this natural asset; and
we should not allow any private company
to encroach on public land. Even muni-
cipalities should not be permiited {0 en-
croach on land in any way that would de-
prive the general public of iis use.

There i5 no more beautiful sight, especi-
ally in the summertime, than to sees the
many groups of sporting bodies and youth
clubs at play on the expanse of grassland
on the Esplanade. This is something we
should guard very jealously. We should
ensure that there are no breaks in our
foreshore drives. Further, the river front
should not be cluttered up with private
jetties, as is often seen in thz coves of
Sydney Harbour; although, I must admit,
that stretech of water is much larger than
the Swan River.

The people whe have sent me these
protests about the South Perth foreshore
development have also pointed out a re-
port that Bunbury might get a £200,000
beach hotel. It is proposed to build it on
a camping area. Although I am aware
that such a hotel will prove a useful
facility for the district, I hope that com-
monsense will prevail. I have a note here
which says that the closed site of Rocky
Point is an “A™ class reserve which
would have to be regazetted before plan-
ning could begin on the hotel. The
council has applied to the Premier to have
this done bhefore the end of the year. 1
hope the Government will keep that in
mind, and that it will do everything it
possibly can to protect the interests of the
public of Western Australia when these
community projects are planned to bhe
built on our few beauty spots, especially
those close to the Swan River., Kings
Park and the Swan River are two of the
finest heritages that we have in this State,
and we should do everything we possibly
can to preserve them.

Some time ago I brought before Parlia-
ment a petition regarding a crosswalk at
Milne Street, Bayswater. I know that the
hue and cry has abated sinece the Police
Department placed a pointsman there ab
peak periods. However, the other day I
was in this area and I saw a child narro_wly
escape being hurt. The road is hilly,
and a motorist has difficulty in seeing
the crosswalk when approaching it. In
my opinion, the bkest plan would hbhe to
have a subway established at that point
because this would make the crossing per-
fectly safe. ‘There is a large growing
population in that area of Bayswater. I
still think a subway could be placed there
at very little expense; and, if this were
done, it would give peace of mind to the
mothers and other residents in the vicinity.

Ancther thought I am bringing forward
for the consideration of members of Par-
liament is in regard to the standard of
films that are used on TV shows during
the children’s sessions.

[COUNCIL.] ;

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Hear, hear!

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: The
standard of TV films for children is
nothing short of shocking. I am amazed
at this., There must be plenty of money
involved, or it would not continue. For
the future weifare of our children, we
should use every endeavour to break up
this trend. I am trying to evolve a scheme
by which I can get people interested in
this problem so that they will be more
vocal in regard to having something done
about it. We talk a great dea! about
building homes for our delinquent children
to ensure that they will not be sent to
prison, and yet the TV films that are
being shown at present exhibit nothing but
violence and shooting.

The Hon. F. J. §. Wise:
sensual.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Yes, they
are sensual all right, They are dreadful!

The Hon. P. J. 8. Wise:
are terrible.

The Hon. R, ¥, HUTCHISON: We talk
about our children being precocious, but
it is the parents and the adults that should
he held responsible for their misdoings.
Instead of drafting the laws we do for the
welfare of our children, it might be better
if we got down to the basic causes; and
one of the first steps would ke to do
something about banning these shocking
TV films for children. Surely we could
say, “So far and no further.”

I also wish to refer to the poor types of
women's sessions that are shown on our
local TV channels in the afternoons. One
woman said to me the other day, “I was
looking at 2 women’s session on TV last
week, and they were demonstrating a
recipe to cook something and also how
to eut out a frock for a girl,” This woman
said to me, "When I saw this session I
thought to myself, ‘If this is the best
standard they can set for women on TV,
in my opinion it is not worth watching.’
They talk about women not having an
interest in politics and education, but often
I cannot even find time to go to the Adult
Education Library to borrow a book to
find out these things for myself, but I can
turn on TV at home.”

These TV sessions for women are sent
from Sydney, but in my opinion we have
aoceans of local talent for the TV channels
to put on first-class shows for the wamen
of Western Australia. At the moment the
TV channels show only one local hali-
hour show per week, and it is the best
of all. I just want to make that protest
on behalf of the women. I have heard
many women say that they could not
bother themselves to turn on the TV shows
for women that were sent from the Eastern
States because they hold very little interest
for them.

And they are

Some of them
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The other day Mr, Baxter rveferred to
a publication called News Review. I in-
tend to make a brief reference to it, he-
cause I take it that I am one of the
dreadful hot-headed socialists mentioned
in the article headed: ‘“Consumers’ Re-
search Group—Caution Urged.” This or-
ganisation is an absolutely non-political
movement. The men who are interested
in this group are of high standing. They
are University men and scientists, and
they are behind this movement for the
public goed, This scurrilous newspaper
has made terrible references about this
Consumers’ Research Group. Some of the
exfracts from the article read as follows;—

It is doubtful if a body of amateurs
could suecessfully and in a completely
unbiassed manner, adjudicate on such
matters of high business principles.

This newspaper should not be permitted
to print such comments. It is like a penny
dreadful, and like some of the publications
which appeared in England classing every-
one to whom they were opposed as
socialists, red raggers, and the like. This
copy of the News Review has also these
headings: *Public Ownership of Property
Increasing,” “Trend to Socialisation,” “Red
Influence in the Brickworks.” I wonder
where the red influence is at the Arma-
dale brickworks! Socialism is a way of
life, and in my view it is the greatest way
of life.

On one occasion when I was speaking
on the platform ai Forrest Place I pointed
out that the greatest act of socialistn was
the introduction of the penny post, which
enabled a letter to be sent from one end
of England to the other for the cost of 1d.
That was introduced in 1664, and it was
the greatest advance in the means of com-
munication between the people.

Municipal bodies are noet nearly as
socialistic as I would like them to be,
because adult franchise in municipal elec-
tions is not yet recognised here. In the
county council elections in Englang there
is adult franchise, but none of the dire
calamities which are predicted in respect
of the elections in this State has turned
out to be a reality in England. We should
introduce open thinking on this matter.

When I turn on the tap in the morning
to make a cup of tea, I receive a supply of
socialised water; and I can use as much as
any millionaire neighbour. When a person
uses a footpath, he is walking on a social-
ised footpath. I once told this to some-
one, and he said he was tired of hearing
about the socialised footpath. I told him,
‘“you can walk along the road if you like,
but it is still a socialised road.” The con-
stant use of the word “socialised” to dis-
credit socialism is stupid. It is amazing to
discover what is printed in the newspapers
I have before me. I am inclined to believe
that the standard of the Press in Australia
is the lowest of any in the world.
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The Hon. A. F. Griffith: How does it
compare with that of the Western Sun?

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: The
Western Sun is all right. Ii the Minister
read it his mind would be broadened. I
now want to refer to a protest by the Ash-
field Progress Association regarding the
bus fares to Bassendean. That association
wrote to the Bassendean Road Board as
follows:—

The above association has written to
the railways regarding the increase of
threepence single, and sixpence return,
on the journey from Ashfield to
Bassendean.

I understand theére is to be some alteration
and the fares are to be levelled out. I hope
there will be a sensible levelling out so that
the bus passengers will not have to put up
with the existing anomaly.

When the present Government was
returned on the 26th March last, Mr.
Brand made a report to the people of
Western Australia. I have considered this
report, and I can only call it “window
dressing.” I have considered the actions
of this Government, but I find that up to
date it has achieved mnothing. It has
talked a lot. In The West Ausiralian of
the 26ith March, 1960, an advertisement,
entitled “Report to the People of Western
Australia by the Hon. David Brand,” ap-
peared in which the following is stated:—

At the time you elected us, Western
Australia was experiencing a period of
mark time in which the people were
heginning tc lose confidence in the
ability of the State to attract necessary
private enterprise.

I have read the newspapers, but beyond the
promises made by the present Government
it has achieved nothing, nor has it taken
any step for the benefit of Western Aus-
tralia. There has been much camouflaging
by the Government about the employment
position in this State. There are many
people out of work here, but according to
Press reports there is supposed to he a
building beoom. That exists nowhere else
but in the newspapers. I can say that
many people are out of work.

Each day as we read the newshapers, we
find that the price of some commodity has
risen. Presumably that is as a result of
the rise in the basic wage. The rise in the
basic wage has no chance of conferring a
henefit on the worker without its being
swallowed up by increased prices. It is
as wel] far the people of this State to know
the real position: and that position is not
as reported in The West Australion. It is
all very weil for the Government to put in
an advertisement like the one I have just
referred to, but the Government should
back up its claim by actions.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: That is “boloney.”

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: That is
what I wanted to say. There is a move on
for the provision of accommodation for
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gingle women. I could not attend the
conference of the Single Unit Flats Com-
mittee, but I understand the Minister for
Housing was present. However, I have a
copy of the minutes of that conference.
Now that the acute shortage of housing
accommodation for single women is recog-
nised, I urge the Minister to give serious
consideration to the provision of single
unit flats.

About a year ago I was speaking to a
senior sister of the Mt Henry Home for
women abovt this very matter, She said,
“This is a very important guestion, I
have to retire next year. Where will I
live? I have no relatives. Unless I take
a room in somebody’s house, I cannot get
accommodation.” A young woman re-
requires more privacy than a man, A man
can get by more readily, but a woman
requires more facilities. Generally the
washing is done for the man, but that is
not so in the case of the woman who
requires laundry facilities. Therefore the
latter experiences more difficulty in find-
ing accommodation in a private house-
hold. When 1 refer to single women, I
include widows, deserted wives, and
spinsters.

There is a very big need for the pro-
vision of suitable housing accommodation
for single women. Women do not receive
equal pay when they do equal work to that
of men. Someone has to provide this
accommodation, and I consider the State
Housing Commission should be the one.
As women receive lower wages than men
for equal work, they should not be ex-
pected to pay the same rental as men.
I ask the Minister to consider this matter
very seriously.

I want to refer briefly to the service
of women on juries. I am sure members
here have waited for my remarks onh this
matter. The introduction of women ser-
ving on juries has been accepted with
scarcely a ripple. Initially, a little feeling
was whipped up, but now the position of
women serving on juries is accepted, and
women jurors in this State will be appre-
ciated as much as they are in England.
Applications by woemen for exemption from
jury service will continue to be received.
That is to be expected because women
suffer greater disabilities, These appli-
cations will come in until the normal level
is reached. I am sure women will make
their contribution to the carriage of jus-
tice in this State. This Parliament will
never need to regret taking this step to
emancipate women.

T want to make reference to the progress
of the construction of the new Embleton
High School. An article on this matter
appeared in The West Australian of the
13th August, 1960. The proposal to estab-
lish the various facilities and courses is
to be commended. I am happy to note
that this school is being constructed with-
out any party bias. I also commend the
Government for that.

[COUNCIL.]

I now want to refer to The Farmers’
Weekly of the 18th August, 1960, in which
it is stated that the recent increases in
freights and fares could be the last straw.
With the proposed rise in rail passenger
fares, many families living in the metro-
politan area will not be able to afford to
take their children on picnies or to the
seaside. The working man does not seem
to be any better off after a basic wage
ris¢, because the prices of commodities
and services seem to increase generally by
two or three times as much as the basic
wage rise. I hope something can be done
ta rectify such an anomaly. I can do
nothing myself in this House, although
I often wish I could, because we are in
the minority.

I also want to refer to another news-
naper article published in The West dus-
tralian of the 15th August, 1960, in which
it is reported that two insurance experts
preferred women drivers. 1 was pleased
to read about that. I have to raise these
points in the House, because s0 seldom
are they reported or discussed. These
experts said that women drivers were
hetter and meore careful than men drivers,

I want to refer to the subject of the
adjustment of electoral boundaries and
the redistribution of seats. I realise this
is a touchy subject at the moment. The
Government cannot be proud of having
failed to implement the Act; such failure
can only reflect discredit on the Gov-
ernment. The committee appointed under
the Act for the adjustment of electoral
boundaries—it consists of the Chief
Justice, the Under Secretary for Lands
anrd the Chief Electoral Officer—is heyond
suspicion. It is charged with the responsi~
bility for ensuring the redistribution of
seats in this State.

Unless the Governmen{ had some very
dire intention of gerrymandering the elec-
torates, I am wondering why it did not
proceed with the redistribution of seats,
particularly when The West Australian
comments as follows:—

The Government has been evasive
about the Opposition demand for a
redistribution of Legislative Assembly
seats under the McLarty-Watts Elec-
toral Districts Act of 1947.

This was hot an Act introduced by the
Labor Party or the socialists, but by the
McLarty-Watts Liberal-Country Party
Government. To contihue—

Since the Country Party’s election
policy included amendment of the Act,
the Government had good reason for
delay after it came to power, and for
revoking the redistribution proclama-
tion which the Hawke Government
unjustifiably issued after its defeat.

I do not know why it thinks that; that
is not my opinion. The article goes on to
say—
But that reason is no longer valid
because Mr. Oldfield’s switch to Labour
has deprived the Government of any
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foreseeable chance of mustering the
required absolute majority in the As-
sembly.

It therefore has a duty to comply
with the existing law, whether or not
the Liberal-Country Pariy coalition
likes the prospect that it may mean
another seat for the metropolitan area
at the expense of the country. Han-
sard reports of the speeches on
the 1947 Act show that redistribution
was intended to be automatic, as sec-
tion 12 plainly suggests.

That is a leading article in The West Aus-
tralian. One would not think this paper
would be in favour of a Labor platform;
as a matter of fact, it is our grievous
enemy. The article continues—

Instead of sparring with the Oppo-
sition the Government should say what
it is going to do and clear itself of
imputations of deceit. For practical
reasons it has only about six months
left in which to set the redistribu-
tion machinery at work. If it went
to the next election knowing that the
electoral boundaries did not conform
to the law it would be guilty of evad-
ing its obligations and gerrymandering
by default through a stratagem as in-
defensible as the Hawke Government's
sharp practice in the dying hours of
its term.

I sugegest that the Government should
rise above that imputation and get on
with the job.

I now wish to refer to the franchise of
the Legislative Council. I hope I will not
be here too many vears crying out on this
matter; however, I will endeavour to stay
here until something is done about it. I
consider this subject has become a public
scandal: we have a franchise in this
Legislative Council which is more redund-
ant than anything one can find in any
other country. The franchise is loaded;
and what irritates me most is the fact
that it is loaded more against women than
men. It is so unequal; and, I repeat, it is
scandalous. If a married woman, is living
in a rented home and is looking after her
children—and these duties are very im-
portant—she does not get a vote for a
candidate for the Legislative Council; she
is denied the demoeratic right of casting a
vote in relation to this House. But if
she left her husband, deserted her child-
ren, and moved to a rented house on the
other side of the same street, she would
immediately become eligible to go on the
Legislative Council roll. I do not think
a more shameful situation can be pointed
out.

The Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: A
vole is allowed in New South Wales.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I recom-
mend the honourable member to read the
speech I gave on New South Wales last
week, and I suggest he should learn more
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about the matter. In New South Wales,
no person is allowed to vote for the Legis-
lative Council. The appointment of the
Legislative Council is left to a committee.
In that State the Legislative Council is
elected by members of Parliament.

The Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: Women
get the vote.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: There
are two women in the New South Wales
Legisiative Council now, but they are
elected by Parliament itself; nho member
of the public is allowed to vote for the
Legislative Council of New South Wales.
I cannot help it if Mr. Cunningham is so
lacking in knowledge, and if he was not
present, to hear my speech.

However, to return to Western Australia,
I am protesting on behalf of the wives.
My protest is taking root, and there are a
lot of women listening to me. Confining
myself to the female sex, if a single woman
can take a flat or a house and be allowed
a vote, it is shameful to think that women
who are raising a family are denied a
vote because they are occupying a house
while fulfilling their duty to their husbands
and children. Should a married woman
become a widow, she can immediately
apply to have her name put on the Leg-
islative Council roll.

I am peointing out the anomalies in this
Act. It has gone beyond the stage of
being facetious; it is wrong. And when
a thing is wrong, nothing makes it right.
I say that the wives of Western Australia
are very much wronged through the fran-
chise of the Legisiative Couincil. None of
the members who have spoken here has
sustained that argument. But I am sus-
taining it and I say that a married women,
or the mother who is fulfilling her duty in
the home, is being denied a democratic
righi—and she is the one who needs it:
she is aware of her children’s needs con-
cerning education, health, and so on, yet
she is denied a voice.

Hundreds of women protested to me
when I recently canvassed in my province.
They said to me, “You know, we never
dreamed this was so.” I said, "It is so,
and you should vote.” I think it is about
time this state of affairs was altered in
Western Australia. The Liberal woman
is denied the franchise just as much as
the Labor woman. It does not matter
about political parties; it is a question of
wives doing their duty. A married woman
is allowed the franechise only if the pro-
perty is in her own name.

On another occasion, I met a man who
wished to put his wife on the roll. I said
to him, “She can't get on the roll.” The
man told me his wife did not own the
property, and added, “Madam, when I
married my wife"—I will emphasise this
for the Hon. Mr. Cunningham—*“half
of everything T owned belonged to
her.” I told him, “The Legislative Counecilk
of Western Australia says it does not, and
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she cannot have a vote at the Legislative
Council elections.” 1 shall continue to
bring this matter before the attention of
tite House until something is done about it.

I recently visited Bassendean and saw a
family with three returned sens. One had
become a widower and was home with his
mother; the other two had not married.
The mather had the vote, but none of the
sons had. They were good enough to fight
for their country—even to die for it if
necessary—but they could not vote at a
Iegislative Council election. It is worse
when one considers that a man has to be
30 years of age hefore he can stand as a
candidate for the Legislative Council.
Fancy that in this generation! I do not
think this situation exists anywhere else
in the world. A man can become a mem-
ber of the Lower House at 21, but in the
Council he has to be 30 years of age,

The Act is so full of stupid anomalies,
the Government should be ashamed that
a member has to explain these things. I
find it is not possible for more than a little
over 50 per cent. of those who vote in the
Lower House elections, to ohtain a vote in
the Legislative Council elections. It does
not appear to be democratic in any way.
1 propose to go on raising this matier;
but I am going to do more than that: I
will endeavour to force the issue whereby
the public can get a more democratic
setup in this State. It is very badly
needed. I doubf whether the average vote
at elections goes above 55 per cent. or 60
per cent. of those who are on the roll; and
it drops to 23 per cent. at times, I in-
creased my roll in the Suburban Province
to over 40,000. I think the vote for that
province al the last election was 42 per
cent. Nothing is said about it in the
Press.

The Hont. N. E. Baxter: The higher one
goes, the smaller the percentage one gets.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Don't take all
the credit for that. .

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I am not
taking all the eredit for it. I do not see
anything to take credit for in the Legisla-
:,ive Council franchise of Western Austra-
ia.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I am talking
about the building-up of the roll.

. The Hon. P. J. §. Wise: The Minister
is implying that you put a lot of people
on the roll; but you got their votes.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: There
were many Liberals who did not vote;
perhaps I can take credit for that.

The Hon. A. ¥, Griffith: I ean tell you
what happened in 1958.

The Hon. R. F, HUTCHISON: I now
turn to the question of polling booths at
the last election. There were 21 polling
booths cut out of the Suburban Province,
and every booth that could be altered was
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altered. It made a tremendous difference
and caused hardship; and I assume it was
hecause of this that the vote was so low.
There is no trick the Government does
not pull in the Legislative Council elec-
tions. The country polling booths were
almost douhbled.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is a slur
on the Chief Electoral Qfficer, and you
know it. The Chief Electoral Officer con-
;rols the polling booths, as you ought to

now.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: He is
there to carry out the policy of the Gov-
ernmenf, and the Minister knows it. It
is also a slur on the Minister, and I am
accusing him. He knows, and I know, and
no-one can put that over me. That is the
policy of the Government, and I am sur-
prised the Minister put the responsibility
on the department. The department car-
rted oqut the policy of the Government in
power. No-one knows that more than the
Minister.

The Hon., G. Bennetts: Don't let the
Government pull the wool over your eyes!

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I feel I
have made my contribution to the debate.
I am hoping the Government will take
notice of these matters. I have asked
each Government to eive more thought
to the preserving of our flora and fauna.
Millions of pounds could be brought into
this State by preserving the road to
Northam, which is a lovely road through
the hills. Almost every species of our flora
can be grown there; yet every time one
travels on the road, one sees trees being
cut down right .to the roadside.

It would cost nothing, or almost nothing,
to preserve g strip two or three chains
wide on each side of the road. That
would bring millions of pounds into the
State because it would be a tourist attrac-
tion during the five months’ flower season
that we have. It is a lovely road, and
there is another one which goes right up
to the sandplain country near Geraldton;
and I understand there is a small reserve
up there. It is, however, almost 20 years
since I first wrote to members of Parlia-
ment on this question of the desecration
of our flora and fauna.

We frequenfly see where employees of
the State Electricity Commission and other
Government departments have destroyed
beautiful trees which have been growing
alongside the road. There is no need for
it. Surely State Electricity Commission
employees could place the light poles a
hundred yards further away from the
road, instead of pulling down trees all
along our highways. It takes a hundred
vears for a tree to grow to any size, and
I think what is happening in this regard
is dreadful. I ask the Minister, and mem-
bers generally, to take a note of what
I have said.
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THE HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metropoli-
tan) (5.311: I have already offered you,
Mr. President, my felicitations on your
assumption to such a high office. Now I
extend my felicitations to the new member
in the House, and to those who have re-
turned to this Chamber, I trust that when
their terms of office conclude they will
feel, as I hope all of us will feel, that
by our being here the State is a little
better place in which to live. I think that
is the aim of all of us who come into the
House. We are sincere in owr appreoach to
problems, and we trust that by our de-
liherations some improvement will be made
in the life of the common man in this
State.

I would remind members that no great
progress is made in a hurry. All of
those who have made progress, except such
geniuses as Einstein, have made it by using
the tools which are at hand. I can recall
a wonderful address given in Winthrop
Hzll some years ggo by Professor Bhabha,
the head of the Atomic Commission in
India, in which he stressed that point. I
can always remember him saying that it
would be quite impossible for man to have
conguered the speed of the pieseni aerc-
plane whilst his speed on the earth was
that of the bullock cart.

That sometimes brings me a certain
amount of soclace, because whenever one
makes any suggestions it is a long period
of time, very often, before they are gener-
ally accepted. So I suggest, even to our
new member, that he lose not heart if
perform in a hurry is not accepted in a
kurry: it will be accepted in time,

Everyone in every walk of life in Aus-
tralia must be concerned at rising costs,
and the increases in the basic wage. It
seems inevitable that a rise in one pro-
duces a rise in the other; and the ordinary
man cannot see where it will end. I think
all of us really wonder where it will end.
It would be interesting if the position
could be looked at from the point of view
of different people in various walks of life.
The small shopkeeper who employs one or
two hends must increase the cost of the
goods which he sells in accordance with
his outgoings. He is cne who does not
make a fabulous income. The stores which
employ an army of people, and which live
on money borrowed in quantity from the
public, must inevitably raise their costs in
order to give some form of justice to all
concerned. Likewise the factory must meet
with the samee conditions.

If it were like the father with a family,
where the increase was equally divided be-
tween all members of the family, there
would be little to worry about; but it is
an unequal distribution, as we all know.
1 wonder whether it would ever be possible
to increase adequately the income of a
pensioner to meet rising costs; I wonder
whether it would ever be possible with
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rising costs, to do justice to the person
who believed that he had left his family
sufficient to live on at the time of his
demise? Such a family could now quite
easily be in want, and I doubt whether we
could do justice to that family.

There is the man on a small salary who,
starting gut in life, decides that the old-
fashioned idea of buying a home of his
own is still good, so that there will be some
security for his wife. I doubt whether we
could do justice in that case, because as
soon 25 the basic wage goes up the Gov-
ernment is faced with rising costs, and up
goes the cost of transport, water, and tele-
phones; and then the local authorities find
it necessary to increase their rates, until
it becomes a fact that the individual who
has put money into a home is facing an
expenditure greater than he would have
faced had he said, “No, I will not purchase
a home. T shall seek Government aid and
look for a State-owned house.”

What a travesty to look at for the future!
It is a depressing outlook, and one which
means a completely altered way of life.
Yet on the other hand for one political
party—I do not mind which party it is—
to blame the other is most unjust and
unwise, because no-one has been able to
offer any solution to this problem. If one
were to criticise the other, it would he
very much like the heathen who, in his
blindness, bows down to wood and stone.
It is a difficult problem which no-one in
our time has been able to solve.

The IIon. R. . Hutchison:
made, so it can be man-cured.

The Hon, J. G. HISLOP: If we go back
to the very early days we realise that there
has been inflation of a slow character all
through history. The penny bought a lot
more two hundred years age than ong
could ever imagine. I think I have stressed
in this House before that at the fall of the
monasteries in the time of King Henry
VIII, the giving of a £5 a year bonus, or
whatever it might have been called at the
time, to the individual would allow that
person te live in reasonable comfort; and
one of £150 a year to an abbess meant
that she could maintain the whole of her
retinue and buy a farm on which to live.
What could we do with it today?

There are those who believe that a Gov-
ernment must borrow money, but that it
can never pay it back at a value equivalent
to that which it had when it was borrowed.
In other words, the Government must re-
pay in inflated money; and there appears
to be some sense in that argument. There
have been periods in the world when infla-
tion has remained hidden from view.
There was a period in Queen Victoria's
time when money was coming in from
abroad in large quantities, and when con-
ditions remeained unchanged. But when a
nation begins to expand, such as our own

It is man-
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is doing, the public appears to adopt a
completely altered viewpoint in relation to
its demands upon the Governmeni. Every-
one looks for an added income but, at the
same time, if anything is required in the
way of public works the first move is im-
mediately to the Government source.

All of us look for something better. The
motorists want better roads; the aeroplane
companies want bigger airports; the travel-
ler wants bigzer and faster aeroplanes; the
shipping companies want{ bigger ports; and
the seamen want better conditions.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: It is only
a matter of economics.

The Hon., J. G, HISLOP: So we go on
in this strain, all looking to the Govern-
ment to provide so much.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison:
the people who pay.

The Bon. J. G. HISLOP: There has been
a considerable stress of opinion that the
institution of high taxation during the
Chifley regime was the cause of rising
costs generally in Australia. There is a
considerable mass of opinion which be-
lieves that that was inevitable; and, in a
fast-growing country such as this, there
has to be tremendous Government spend-
ing. I am not at all certain that any of
us even mentally approaches the end of
this problem. I believe that high taxation
certainly dried up the springs of human
giving. There is no doubt that hospitals
are now in a diferent category of pub-
lic institutions because of the fact that
private persons can no longer contribute
o these institutions as they did previously.

I think the Government itself is be-
ginning to realise this, and it is evident
by the ever-inereasing list of organisations
the contributions to which are deductible
from income. I was pleased to see the
other day, from the Budget tables, that
the Post-graduate Federation of Medicine,
a truly altruistic body in Australia, was
ane which had been added to the list. We
can see the Government’s viewpoint in
allowing those bodies which are doing a
public service to receive contributions of
this character; and, in a mild way, the
Government is  overcoming disabilities
which have arisen from high taxation.

One of the great difficulties which the
man in the street has in understanding
this guestion of economy, especially politi-
cal economy, is the way all Governments
have begun to helieve that his money is
much more wisely spent by a Government
than by him. It takes a lot of understand-
ing because, whereas the individual might
be tempted to save, a Government is
fempted to spend. We find even at this
stage the solution offered by the Federal
Treasurer is to increase our taxes and the
cost of goods in ceriain categories, and
yet there is no attempt to curb Federal
expenditure,

But it is
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I do not know whether we would be
better off with a change of Government,
because we find Mr. Calwell objecting to
all this money being spent on the huge
buildings one sees being erected in the
East, while the Government cannect erect
sufficient schools, and hospitals, ete.

Accordingly, in my opinion, he would
visualise still higher taxation., So it will
continue; the circus will go on. It looks

as if we go round and round without ahy
possible way out of this mage. No one
hopes more than I that some day we will
see g halt to this crazy pattern.

Whether this is hecause we as a people
are expanding so rapidly, or because
money is pouring in so fast that we can
afford this higher standard of living, I do
not know. One might he prepared to
accept that as an answer were it not for
the fact that there is no chance, as we
see it at the moment, of any halt being
called to the position. If that answer
were carrect, it would mean that we would
suddenly find ourselves expanding no
longer; and I cannot see that happening
in Australia for many years to come.

Had I been a migrant who gn arrival in
Australia had made his way to this Cham-
ber in the early stages of this debate, I
would have made up my mind in a hurry
to leave Western Australia and go East,
because of the amount of pessimism and
the rumours of difficulties of employment
that lay around the corner. As a migrant,
these would make me hurry away. I doubt
whether all this pessimistic outlook and
discussion is the way to bring migrants to
this country. I do not think we are jus-
tified in imagining that this State is not
going to make progress in a grand way.
I find it very difficult fo understand one
or two of the things that have been said.
For instance, Mr, Ron Thompson said, “I
was not speaking of the men dismissed
from the workshops; I will deal with that
later.” This suggested that men had
been dismissed from the workshops; and
yvet within & few minutes two other
speakers admitted that there had been no
dismissals.

One of the matters I wish to criticise is
the statement to the effect that Eastern
States’ interests have sent their represen-
tatives to approach men in the workshops
here in an endeavour to persuade them to
go East. It looked to me as if this was
associated with possible dismissals, I
would peint out that that would naturally
follow in any circumstances, with the
Eastern States progressing at the rate they
are. There has always been this inter-
state traffic in personnel seeking employ-
ment. I think it is well known that we
look to the Eastern States, and abroad, for
people to fill posts here. In almost every
walk of life we have lost men from Western
Australia to the Eastern States, and abroad,
where they feel they can get better con-
ditions. We cannoi blame them.
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The Hon. G. Bennetts: Our salaries are
lower than theirs.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: This traffic will
continue so long as the unequal distribu-
tion exists between East and West. I do
not know how many members have been in
Melbourne in the last three of four months;
but I can assure those who have not been
there, that they would be staggered by the
number of buildings being erected in that
city. They are not small buildings, either.

I made inguiries from the City Develop-
ment Association, and I learned what was
being undertaken, or was in the process of
being done. I discovered that in the heart
of the City of Melbourne itself building to
the value of £§0,000,000 was in progress.
Apart from this, there is a programme of
expenditure of £16,000,000 a year visualised
for the next five years. This is a colossal
building programme, even for z city the
size of Melbourne,

One sees buildings being erected in
Sydney, but these are nowhere near the
magnitude of the buildings being consiruc-
ted in Melbhourne. I helieve the answer
lies in the fact that the East is receiving,
and will continue to receive as long as it is
in its present position, a greater number
of migrants than we have ever thought of.
I believe the drop in the number of mig-
rants coming into this State in the last
five years, or so, has tended to slow down
progress in Western Australia. The mig-
rants have gone over to the Eastern States,
and this accounts for the rapid growth of
those States. There is no doublt that a
migrant does not necessarily take a job
which might be filled by an Australian,
Migrants create emplovment because they
require a large number of individuals to
look after them. They must be fed and
clothed; they must be provided with shoes,
and so on.

This feeding and clothing of the mig-
rants must inevitably provide work for
those people already in the country, I
would say that the tremendous influx of
population from Europe to the United
States in the middle of the last century
made it the powerful naticn it is. I think
we should get back to the stage of zsking
for an increase in our migration quota,
even to the point of some sacrifice being
made by every citizen of this State.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: We have asked
for an increase.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: We should first
find employment for those who are already
here.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Ever since I
have been in this State, I have seen
periods of rise and fall. A peak of prozress
is reached, and before very long we find
ourselves going down the other side of the
hill; and we remain in the doldrums for
a period of years. We then find something
untoward happening which takes us up
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to another peak of progress and again
over the other side in a very short time.
So it goes on.

When the Kwinana Refinery came along,
an amount of £40,000,000 was spent. One_
felt that this ftremendous expenditure
would be of great benefit to Western Aus-

, tralia; we all felt we were on the upgrade.

But what happened? As soon as the
spending on Kwinana had come to an end
we again found ourselves in the trough.

The Hon. R. F. Huichison: Because we
could not absorb the work force there.

The Hon. J, G. HISLOP: I believe we
must develop a type of administration
which will permit of a continuance of pro-
gress over a period of years. I am sure that
the attitude of mind adopted by the
Minister for Works is the correct one,
because I, for one, can visualise the new
works of British Petroleum taking a certain
length of time; then as it finishes there
is to follow the establishment of the paper
mills. This industrial progress will thus
contintie over a period, and if we persist
in our attitude of endeavouring to secure
industries for this State it must be to our
ultimate interest.

The Hon. R. P. Huichison: Why sack
hundreds of men?

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: The honourahle
member made her speech without any
comment from me at all.

The Hon, R. F. Hutchison: There was no
reason to put off so many men from the
Public Works Department.

The PRESIDENT: I would ask the hon-
ourable member not to interject.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Accordingly,
if we have a continual establishment of
industry in this State, we will not again
see that rise and fall in prosperity whichk
sets us back so badly. When we find our-
selves in an economic trough as the re-
sult of a setback, we lose good workmen
to the other States because there is no
work for them here. They cannot be
blamed for seeking employment where con-
ditions are better. But they must be en-
couraged to look to this State for their
employment; and they can help in its pro-
gress.

A number of remarks have been made
about the water rates, and I think I must .
join with everyone else in deploring the
need for raising the rates at this time. We
must all realise, however, how important
water is to the community. Unfortunately,
we had a very dry summer last year with
the attendant restrictions; and it was only
after last summer that the rates went up.

One must visualise, however, that as this
city of ours grows, we will need to sink
dam after dam in the hills; and we may
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have to sink smaller dams and connect
them in some way to enable them to hold
any waste water. If it is possible—and
Mr. Porteous seems to think there is every
chance of this in ihe near future—to con-
vert salt water into potable water, some
of our problems may be sclved. I do not
know, however, whether the cost of con-
veriing salt water to potable water would
be any less than that of sinking more dams
and piping the water to, say, Geraldton.
I have no idea what the comparative costs
would be.

One of the factors that interests me in
the conversion of salt water is that it
would seem that this conversion would
have to he done out at sea; because I be-
lieve that South Africa—where they do
actually convert salt water to potable
water—is faced with the problem of eradi-
caiing the residual salt that is left on
the land.

The Hon. F. J. 5. Wise: It costs them
a lot of money.

The Hen. J. G. HISLOP: Mr. Porteous
thinks it ¢an be done for 2s. or 3s. per
1,000 gallons. Whatever the cost, I can-
not visualise its being done on land, be-
cause as the process continues mountains
of salt will be left on the land, thus de-
nuding the affected area of its productive
qualities.

So it seems to me that we may have to
adopt the method employed by the Ameri-
cans in securing their oil from the sea;
we may have to build platforms and en-
sure that the salt which is a wasie pro-
duct is poured back into the ocean. One
of the factors in this State’s economy
which I think must receive priority, is the
conservation of water; or, alternatively, the
conversion of salt water into potable water.
No matter what is contemplated, some-
thing must be done to lessen the cost of
electric power. We all know that we do
not possess the huge water supplies which
are a feature of the United States, nor
have we the cheap power that they enjoy.
In none of our homes would one see what
one would see in an American home; that
is the curiosity written on the face of the
hostess if one happened to furn off one
of the lights; because the Americans do
not consider that cost at all. It is a very
different problem over here.

The man who will be deserving of all
the praise we can give him is the person
who can find some occupation that will
employ all those people living in Collie,
and yet permit us to obtain coal at the
cheapest possible rate. Like everybody
else, I fully appreciate the difficulties
which face Collie. But the man who can
devise a scheme which will bring to Collie
an industry that will maintain it as a
town, and employ all those who now live
there, and, at the same time, permit us
to get coal at the cheapest rate, will render
a great service to Western Australia.
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Perhaps in the future it may be possible
for us to dispose of our electric power
on a similar basis to that in the Eastern
States where storage tanks for hot water
are heated during the night at very low
cost, s0 that people can use the water
durinz the day.

There is no doubt whatseever that in
this State the cost of a hot water service
is generally far too high. If we reach a
stage where air conditioning, both for sum-
mer and winter, is a popular item, we will
need a tremendously increased electrical
supply; hut it surely would be a very costly
business at the present rate.

The Hon. G. Bennetfs: Electricity is
1s 3d. a unit at Esperance,

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: When it is
as costly as that, it is prohibitive; parti-
cularly if one modernises a home in the
way I have suggseted.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Our first diffi-
culty is to try and avoid further increases
in electricity, having regard to existing
conditions.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Quite so.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: We have to
get the co-operation of everybody to iry
and do it. ‘That is the problem hefore us
at the moment.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: 1 would like
now to turn to an agricultural subject
and speak for a few minutes about milk.
I trust sincerely that when the Minister
reviews the present posifion in which the
board is no longer able to prosecute for
under-standard milk, he will not simply
decide to restore that power to the board,
but will entirely review the whole position
of the supply of milk in this State, to-
gether with its administration,

For a long time, in this House, I have
been advoeating that milk be no longer

‘hought on a gallonage basis but on a fat

basis, or a total solids basis. It has heen
found in recent times that the estima-
tion of total solids is purely an analysis
after drying and dehydrating in a simple
form. It would be possible to estimate
the value of the milk, and the value to the
producer. It would also establish his re-
tu]r_r'; from the depot on the basis of total
solids.

It has been said that this is totally
impracticable, but I assure members I
have recived this advice from one who
is essentially a practical person and
that no method, whether it be on a
fat basis or a total solids basis, should be
averlooked in any legislation which is
brought down. If an inguiry is needed
into the question of which is the most prac-
tical method, let us have it,

There is a very interesting article, which
I suppose every member of the Country
Party has read, in The Journal of Agricul-
ture, written by Dr, Snook. He points out
that in this problem there are certain
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aspects one must consider, and that breed,
feeding, health of the animal, and the
season all have some part to play in the
production of milk.

I think it will be interesting if I quote
a few facts from Dr. Snock’s article and
point out that under our presenf, regula-
tions, milk for human consumption must
contain at least 8.5 per cent. solids-not-fat,
but in most lists published—I take it else-
where—it is 8.8 per cent. or 8.9 per cent.
This percentage has diminished all over
the world because of the popularity of the
Friesian breed, which bavely satisfles the
minimum standards. I helieve this popu-
larity has been based entirely upon the
purchase of milk on a gallonage basis,

The Hon, N. E. Baxter: The standard
is subject to regulations.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Dr_‘. Snook
pointed out that in summertime the
Friesian herds yielded milk with a range
in value for solids-not-fat of 8.45 per ce1_f1t.
to 9 per cent. The bulk milk was quite
satisfactory, but the margin of safety was
inadequate. In the wintertime the milk
from these Gippsland Friesians fell to a
range of 7.7 to 8.6 per cent. for solids-not-
fat. He says later on that the Jersey
* herd, which averaged 2% gallons of milk
per cow daily throughout the vear, never
yielded bulk milk with less than 9 per
cent. solids-not-fat or less than 4.4 per
cent. puiterfat. The Guernsey was a little
less; but the Friesian produced a greater
quantity of milk on the lower amount of
total solids-not-fat,

I have always been interested in this
problem, and I doubt very much whether
one can get from a cow what the cow
does not receive. It is believed that if
a good cow does not receive an adequate
intake of food—that is, if the cow is not
nourished—it will produce less miik, but
will maintain its normal standard of
fats and total solids-not-fats. Therefore,
when a cow is under-nourished, it means
that a smaller production will be obtained.
If we are going to do anything at all to
maintain a standard, we must realise that
at certain times of the year, under cer-
tain conditions, and probably in certain
places, it will be necessary to supplement
the feeding of the cow.

I have made it my business to talk to a
number of people who buy milk in bulk,
and they, apparently, have no trouble in
regard to the quality of the milk they pur-
chase because they refuse to take milk
from a producer who does not measure up
to standard. However, there are Ssome
people who do not go fo that amount of
bother.

The Hon. A, L. Loton: What do you mean
when you say ‘‘measure up to standard”?

August, 1960.1 605

The Hon. J. G. HISLOF: The milk meas-
ures up to the standards laid down in the
regulations for butterfat and total solids-
not-fats, These people experience no diffi-
culty at all so long as they maintain the
attitude I have mentioned.

‘The Hon. G. Bennetts: We are supposed
to have a high standard of milk on the
goldfields, vet the caws feed on scrub, trees,
and a little handfeeding.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I do not intend
to continue speaking about this subject in-
definitely, because I believe that some
time during the session a measure will be
introduced inte this House in connection
with the difficulties that exist at the
moment. However, whoever has the auth-
ority to handle milk must have the auth-
arity to lay down a required standard for
it. If some people say that a cow will
produce a certain amount of milk in aec-
cordance with the way it is fed, we are
justified in saying that the introduction
of a standard is essential. But, that is
only one part of the problem. It does not
cover the rest.

I believe an alteration in the basis of
purchase would be of great benefit to every-
body in the industry. While T was in the
Eastern States I did not have time to make
inquiries, but I believe a milk war has
taken place there and some changes have
already been made. As a result, cream is
now mixed with gelatine. and the mixture
is given a fancy name. This has heen ac-
cenpted both by the department and the
public. I believe that if we purchase
our milk on a hutterfat basis, we should
lay down a standard which we think is
essential, and then allow the depots to re-
move the excess butterfat and use it for
butter or as a coffee cream. A butterfat
mixture of 12 per cent. to 20 per cent.
makes a good cream which can be used
in drinks.

This would open up new trade for the
industry. Our standard need not be as
high as in the past, because all of us know
that it is not because of the fat content
that we drink milk. In fact, I do not think
it would be wise for children to drink milk
from Jersey or Guernsey cows, as it con-
tains a high fat content. Therefore, we
could easily bring our butterfat content
down to 3 per cent. allowing the excess
to be removed and used for other pur-
poses.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: You would bring
the Friesians in then.

The Hon, J, G. HISLOP: The other ques-
tions that must arise are those of the sale
of milk and of licenses. These must come
into the picture when the new legislation
is introduced.

In the few minutes left before the tea
suspension I would like to say a few words
in regard to the tendency which exists in
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business today. I refer to takeovers.
Some thought should be given to the
little man, who is graced in literature by
the name of the "Corner Shop”—a man
who gives great service to the community.
I think he will continue to render a great
serviece., Therefore, I suggest he be given
longer hours in which to keep open his
shop. Whilst we might control the hours
of work of any individual employed in
that shop, we should give the owner a
greater range of goods to sell, and allow
him a greater scope in his service. If
we do not do this, the corner shop will
quickly disappear. There are many people
wiho, at the end of their working day,
desire to purchase for their evening meal,
or for their supper, small perishable goods
from the corner shop; and if we allow these
shops to disappear, the people to whom
I have referred will feel that loss.

There was a humorous instance in New
South Wales recently where one could buy
four boxes of matches and it would be all
right, but if one bought five boxes of
matches one contravened the Act, because
five boxes of matches came under a dif-
ferent category., Some of these anomalies
exist within our own State. With the onset
of self-service stores and supermarts, unless
something is done for the small man he
will be in danger of disappearing from our
economy; and I do not think that would
be very wise.

The Hon, G. Bennetts: A lot of them
have closed in Kalgoorlie lately on account
of the chain stores.

The Hon., J. G. HISLOP: One of the
things I have noticed recently is that some
of the small shops are not opening until
later than usual in the morning—about 9.30
am, or 10 a.m. This is possibly to enable
them to maintain their business for a
longer period without the aid of assistants.
I stress the point that these small shops
must be taken into consideration in the
light of the ever-increasing self-service
stores and supermarts. After the tea sus-
pension I would like to refer to the ques-
tion of petrol supplies.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I do not think
motorists can be satisfied today with the
conditions which exist for obtaining petrol
after hours: and I believe certain altera-
tions are necessary to the Act. It is clear
that when the measure was passed there
was no power vested in the Minister tn
alter any of the rosters presented to him;
and that is an alteration which is essen-
tial, Almost every Bill which we pass in
this House gives the Minister concerned
a chance of reviewing the action of the
committee or board appointed under the
Act; yet in this case the Minister is power-
less to do anything. That is the true posi-
tion as it is at the moment; and we should
review this legislation and give the Minis-
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ter an opportunity to look at the conditijons.
After all, he has not only ihe interests of
the netrol-sellers at heart but also the
interests of the general public.

It is essential that in the centre of the
city, at least, there be some permanent
area to which people may go for petrol.
It should be necessary for the person who
sells petrol around the clock to provide
adequate parking space and be able to
satisfy the needs of the motorists using
that parking avea. I leave it to0 the dis-
cretion of the Minister to decide whether
one or two areas should be so allocated:
this would depend on the rate at which the
city grew, Omne cannot imagine in any
way whatever that the city is adequately
catered for by having a garage open in
James Street on the other side of the line,

_ On Sunday, I with some others, took a
journey around the outer part of the met-
ropolitan area. We went down North Lake
Road until we came to the junction of
the Armadale and Premantle roads, after
which we drove to Armadale along the
back road. We saw a number of private
petrol establishments but none was open,
Although admittedly we did not pass
through the actual busines centre of Arma-
dgle, we did go through Armadale, but we
did not find a petral station open until
we got to Gosnells. That was a considerable
distance, probably about 40-odd miles,
with not a garage open. That may he
understandable in the country areas, bhut
I do feel that in the heart of a busy city
there should be some place which is apen
80 that motorists may krow that there they
can obtain the petrol. It is up %o us to
study the present state of affairs and rea-
lise that we should provide better facilities
for the motoring public.

The subject about which I am geoing to
speak now is one which I have mentioned
before. I intend to broach it again. and
in some detail, because of the speech of
Mr. Davies the other evening, He referred
to a court decision in regard to the com-
bensation granted to a child in relation to
his father's income. I join in the protest
that in our present situation a child should
be subject to such an imposition. I have
studied the Workers' Compensation Act
over a. number of years, and I believe that
what I am going to say must appeal to
some people.

The incident which spurred me into
thinking about this subject again was the
death of the four men in the disastrous
fire at Mayanup Some years ago. The
accident brought te¢ my mind the total
inadequacy of the Act when applied to the
relatives of those four deceased men. I
wonder whether society adequately cares
for those people, or their families, who lose
their earning capacity through an indus-
trial accident.

In my opinion the Act has always ex-
hibited most concern for the person who
has only a minor injury. Those with
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major injuries colleet a lump sum pay-
ment, and when that has been spent, the
Commonwealth Sacial Service has to care
for the victim, or those left behind. 1In
my opinion the Act must be altered to
meet present-day conditions. The prime
concern of the Act must be the loss of
earning capacity.

The lump sum for major injuries should
be replaced by a full wage for a period
assessed by research as the average time
for the treatment of such injury. That
must be inaugurated in some way to cover
any possible malingering that may occur
by any individual, thus wrecking the Act.
The major injuries should be compensated
on the basis of earning capacity. To permit
of this being done adequately, and in view
of the understandably increasing desire
of the worker to be insured on an ever-
increasing scale, an insurance fund should
be established within the Act which would
then become the “Workers' Compensation
and Insurance Act.”

There is a risk that with the ever-
widening scope of the present Act the in-
creasing premiums could become a burden
on industry and so lead to unemployment.
In this non-industrial State, those indus-
tries which do exist must face the fierce
competition from the Eastern States where
the manufacturers, having a huge home-
market at their door, can afford to send
their excess production here, ahsorbing
freight costs. We in reverse, with a small
home-market, cannot afford to ignore the
freight in our export irade.

In order to provide adequately, it will
be necessary for all sections of the com-
munity to contribute. The employers’
present premiums should be adjusied to
the new conception; and all major in-
Juries should be compensated through an
insurance fund. I suggest that each em-
ployee pay a certain amount—if could be,
perhaps, 6d. or 1s. per week—and the em-
ployer a like sum. It may be essential
for the Government itself to contribute
on some sort of basis. If the worker were
to contribute 1s. per week, and the em-
ployer another 6d. per week per employee
in addition to his present contribution to
the fund, a very considerable sum of
money would be involved. I estimate that
without any Government contribution at
all, there would be a sum of over £500,000
a year paid into this insurance fund.

I understand that there will be some
opposition by political Labor--and it was
so0 when I first broached this matter—to
the payment of anything by the worker.
However, the worker could obtain a cover
by such means; and I think it would be
found that even if he was not ineclined to
pay, his wife would find that for 1s. per
week she could obtain a cover not possible
to obtain elsewhere. There are many in-
dividuals in this State who are paying 1s.
a week as a small basis for life assurance.
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It is suggested that this fund should
meet the compensation of the first six or
seven injuries listed in the second sched-
ule; and the inclusion of the items third
schedule might also be considered, although
I think some of them might be regarded
con 2 different basis.

The fund would pay to the widow of a
fatally injured worker a pension commen-
surate with her needs, having also relation
to her family’s requirements. It is sug-
gested that if, at the time of the injury,
a worker has undertaken a hire-purchase
agreement, it should become the responsi-
bility of the fund.

The children of a worker who died
throveh accident should be maintained at
school until the normal leaving age, but
should a child show promise of scholastic
attainment, opportunity should be provided
at least up to the stage possible had the
father lived. A marriage should end the
ciaim of a widow, but not the children.

A totally and permanently incapacitated
man should receive a pension akin to that
which he would have received had his con-
dition been war-caused. No child should
be called upon o miss an apportunity to
which he would normally be liable because
of the injury to or death of his father or,
if she be the breadwinner, his mother. A
small fund should be set aside for a
scholarship. A partially incapacitated or
permanently incapacitated worker should
be the responsibility of a committee set up
to control rehabilitation.

The Act and the fund should ke con-
trolied by an exceptionaily competent and
well-paid board, and no amendment of
the Act should be possible without the
recommendation of this board. I would
suggest as chairman a legal man of “judge”
ability, a representative of the workers,
and a representative of the employers.
The board should be obsessed with the
necessity for the proper maintenance of
the Act, and the prevention, rigorously, of
abuses under the Act.

It is to be hoped that it will be possible
to set aside a sum of money to be
amortized to maintain a ward for the
treatment of injured workers. This
ward should be equipped with every
modern requirement for these workers, so
that rehahilitation could be instituted
veritably from the day of admission. It is
too late, in my opinion, to wait for re-
habilitation until the man's stay in hos-
pital is over and his period of convales-
cence has been established. The question
of what the man coulé¢ do, and how he
could rehabilitate himself should be a
matter of concern from the moment he
has recovered in hospital from an accident.

I realise that I am only an individual
presenting a scheme which may be called
hotheaded, but I suggest, firstly, that the
whole idea should be revised and submitted
to actuarial scrutiny of the most searching
nature. Secondly, an approach should he
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made to the Social Services Department of
the Commeonwealth to co-operate by per-
mitting the receipt of Commonwealth
pensions and the added sums that would
be paid through this fund. I do not think
that a fund should be made in this State
which would allow the Commonwealth to
avoid its responsibilities. It would cause
considerable objection if by such a humane
approach we placed a financial burden
upon the citizens of this State and relieved
the Commonwealth of its contributions to
the incapacitated worker and his family.

It cannot be conceived as just that a
widow must spend the capital amount paid
to her under the present Act before she can
become eligible for the Commmonwealth
pension. No matter in what form the Act
is amended, the worker should not be
called upon to pay ahy portion of his
medical and hospital costs. No piecemeal
amendment fo the Act will succeed—a new
approach is essential.

Finally, I make the suggestion to the
unions that they set up within their ranks
an organisation, akin to Legacy, for
accepting the children of men who gave
their lives to industry as their moral re-
sponsibility.

If we lock at workers’ compensation, not
on the precise basis I have stated but on
the basis of loss of learning capacity, and
having in view the adequate protection of
the widow, the care of the children, and
the granting to the children of anh oppor-
tunity to succeed in life, we will again, as
we did previously, lead the field in workers’
compensation.

I row turn to some matters in connec-
tion with medical health, etc., that deeply
interest me. I am going to make a plea
to the Health Department and to the
mental health section of the department
to consider seriously a junctioning of the
Heathceote Reception Home with the prin-
cipal general hospital—Royal Perth Hos-
pital. In the past the public had no real
consciousness of nervous disorders, and
there was a stigma attaching to admission
to the Heathcote Reception Home. But
modern treatment given to people suffer-
ing from temporary nervous disorders
should alter entirely the public reaction
to a hospital such as Hesthcote.

The discharge rate from Heathcote is
extraordinarily high, and the transfer of
patients to Claremont is lower than it has
ever been in the past. Therefore I feel
that the time has come when we should
link these two services together. When
the Royal Perth Hospital was being built,
I made a plea for a smali part of the
hospital to be set aside for those people
who had developed symptoms of anxiety
and nervous disorders in association with a
definite physieal illness. There is now
accommodation at the Royal Perth Hos-
pital where such cases can be treated. But
I can recall an individual who had a heart
condition and who, as a resuli, developed
symptoms of an acute mental disorder and
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was transferred to Heathcote where there
was at that time—this was many years ago
—an almost complete absence of skilled
physician-care,

I think these types of illnesses have
grown so closely together that closer co-
operation between the two health services
is essential. We siill have a certain
amount of difficulty in transferring people
to Heathcote, even though it is no longer
necessary to certify them as being in a
state of mental disorder, but only that
they require treatment for a nervous dis-
order, because there still lingers in the
minds of many people a feeling of stigma
at having been associated with the mental
section of the Health Department. I know
that Dr. Moynagh has broken down a lot of
this prejudice by day treatment at Gray-
lands; and I feel that he could well be
induced to go further along the road with
us.

At a meeting in Sydney, which I attend-
ed only 10 days ago, this question was
raised and the representatives of the New
South Wales Health Department told me
that I was not alone in my thinking; that
they had given serious consideration to
the conjunction of these two services.

There need be no loss of dignity by
those now employed in the mental section
of the Health Department, because they
can become associated with the honorary
stafl at the Royal Perth Hospital either as
part-time paid officers or in any other way
that they desire. This would bring about
a closer boand with the physicians; and I
think it would close a gap that has existed
in the medical profession for many years,
I have no doubt that in time to come the
walls of Claremont will be open when
medical research finds the key, because
many diseases now are being proved to be
the result of some nutritional or chemiecal
disorder; and many so called totally in-
curable cases are yielding to treatment. On
behalf of the public, I make & plea to close
this great gap that has existed in the field
of medicine so that the two units may
come closer together.

I think also that before very long we
will have to ask ocur Health Department
to divide into two groups—one to look
arter the hospitals and the other to look
efter the health of the community. The
department has done a commendable task
in dealing with the health services of the
cornmu_mty, and it has done an excellent
work in regard to the standards of
kitcheps, cafes, and the food supplies of
the city. In many ways it has done its
work well, but if I had my way I would
divide the department into two groups:
and one of these groups ecould be sub-
divided into sectors, and I would place
an officer in charge of each.

I would not allow 2 health inspector to
be appointed by & local governing body,
but would provide for him to be loaned
to the local authority by the central
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Health Department so that all health in-
spection work would be of a uniform stan-
dard, and so that the trainihg of the
health inspectors would be uniform
throughout the State; and their work

would be correlated by frequent meetings

of them at the central body, thus bringing
about a standard throughout Western
Australia which we do not enjoy today.

I have been in a number of country
towns, and whilst I have found a good
standard applying t0 many cafes, I have
found a number to be of a very poor
standard. I am not going to name the
towns; I am simply making the statement
a broad one to show that there are these
places. I feel that a central control, and
health inspectors loaned to the local gov-
erning bodies, would bring about a higher
standard generally.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: An excellent
idea.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: If we divided
the State into sectors and put in charge
of each sector a trained doctor with a
public health degree—we would possibly
want three men; or four at the most—we
would raise considerably the standard of
our general health; and the standard of
the toilets at many of our railway stations
would be raised to a much higher degree.
I make the plea that the Minister for
Health should look at these two sides of
his work.

Finally T would like to comment on an
interesting letter that appeared in yester-
day’s The West Australian. The letter
is signed “Sophist,” Perth; and it is quite
ohvious to me—I may be wrong, but I
do not think so—that the letter was writ-
ten hy a member of the medical profession
who is a member of the honorary staff of
some public haspital. In this letter, the
writer criticises the administration of
hospitals; and whilst one might argue with
some of his bases, with others, one must
agree,

In commenting on this letter, I wish to
give some findings of the commitiee which
was held in Sydney, and to which I have
already referred. That was the first con-
vention ever held in Ausiralia on post~
graduate medical edueation. You will
recall, Sir, that in the last few years we
gecided as a Parliament that, prior to a
doctor's entering practice, a compulsory
year of residence in a hospital should be
part of his training. At the meeting in
Sydney it was decided that this was quite
insufficient, and it was recommended that
two years should be the minimum period
of residence in a hospital. This was de-
cided upon because of the increasing need
for scientific knowledge in the pursuit of
medical treatment to its present day maxi-
mum.

It was also agreed, amongst other
things, that if an individual desired to
become a speclalist in any field at all,
he should undergo at least four years’
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hospital training, and possibly more; and
that during one of those four years he
should return to the basic sciences so that
he could achieve that critical thinking of
experimentation and research which is so
necessary today.

Altogether it was decided that the
genersal practitioner would require six years
of university training and two years of
hospital training—a total of eight years
before entering practice; and for speciality
training the university training time and
the hospital pericd, combined with the
inevitable journey to the United Kingdom
and possibly to the United States, should
absorb a total period of 15 years.

In speaking to this letter, let me say
that I realise that hospitals have, as Pro-
fessor Israel so effectively put it at the
Winthrop Hall last Monday week, “a three-
fold responsibility to the community.”
They have, first of all, the responsibility of
the treatment of the sick; and in the treat-
ment of the sick there is the ineviiable
training of the medical profession; and in
that there is the necessity for continuing
research.

Professor Israel pointed cut that none
of these three legs should get out of length,
otherwise the hospital would lose its
balance. This has to be taken into account
in the future administration of hospitals;
and in regard to hospitals, this has com-
pletely altered the viewpeint which has
been held for the last 40 years during
which medicine has made so much pro-
gress, and in which there has been so much
specialisation and division into groups
that have grown because of increased
scientific knowledge.

When I had been qualified for two yvears,
I went to Manchester where I received as
my salary, 19s. 4d. per week plus my resi-
dence. In my fourth year I was able o go
to a London hospital where, because I
had already gained a higher degree, I was
entitled to 255. a2 week and board. At one
period at the Manchester Royal Infirmary,
I received payment, on a non-resident
basis, of £1 a week and I had to find my
own board and lodging. That was the basis
of the training we went through in those
days; and if the conditions were the same
today I would not mind returning to them
—they were wonderful days.

But the whole viewpoint of the world
has changed today; the young fellows are
marrying early in their academic careers,
and they are receiving adequate salaries.
Therefore there is no reason why they
should nat contihue their training for an
extra year. In their second year I think
that they receive something like £1,200,
plus their board and lodging.

But for hospitals to maintain the pay-
ment of that amount of remuneration to
the doctors means that it will add a terrific
burden to their expenditure; and if the
period of training in the basic sciences is
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to remain necessary for every specialist,
we will either have to limit the number of
specialists or increase the number of posts
in the scientific sections of the hospital so
that they can be filled. If they are not
filled we will lag behind the other States
which are doing their utmost to pursue a
policy based on the findings of this con-
vention. I think the findings of this con-
vention will become ordinary established
practice in all hospitals within five years,
Therefore, this newspaper article by
“Sophist” must be taken into account with
our modern requirements. The only para-
graph that I can really fail to understand
is the one that reads—

As medicine passes more and more
into the hands of medical scientists,
it passes into the hands of men who
are concerned with arriving at ulti-
mate truth.
Surely that is required. Then he goes on
to say—

They are not concerned with efficiency

and imperfection is anathema to them.
I have a feeling that the word “not” be-
fore the word “concerned” is out of place,
because these men are concerned with effi-
ciency.

However, I do not understand how the
profession itself can be concerned with the
actual cost of administration, The ad-
ministration of hospitals is quite a new
subject in the medical field. When I was
superintendent of the Children’s Hospital,
there was a sort of liaison between the
manager and myself. Up until the war
vears, and during the post-war years, both
the medical superintendent and the
manager of the hospital were almost un-
trained for their hospital positions. Now-
adays, however, there is the Institute of
Hospital Administrators in which men are
trained. One could not easily aceuse them
of coming within “Sophist’s” allegation
that they are always asking that their de-
partments be increased. There may be
some truth in it.

As I had the opportunity to sum up the
resulfs of the conference in Sydney, I
pointed out to those attending it that
whilst we had decided what were the re-
quirements that we considered were abso-
lutely necessary for the future of medicine,
I believed that what we should do next was
to look af the economics of the scheme
and its praecticability, so far as hospitals
were concerned; and to ascertain whether
we could not, by eliminating some of the
subjects that were taught in earlier years
—or eliminating the amount taught in
those subjects—reach what was required
in the present time limit of seven years.

I think the same must apply to hospi-
tals. If we are to increase the amount of
necessary training so that any member of
the profession can grant to the public the
benefits of the tremendous progress that
has been made in medical and surgical
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science, the hospital itself must look at
the economic aspect. It may be that at
times the profession itself does call for more
expense than is necessary in the amount
of paper work that goes on in the insti-
tutions; and I think, therefore, that hos-
pitals should he kept under constant re-
view to see whether they are maintaining
their proper economy in relation to those
three needs that I have stressed, and the
three parts a hospital must play in public
life.

Finally, I come t¢ an article which
appeared in the Sydney Daily Telegraph
on, to the best of my recollections, the 13th
August, The article impressed me very
greatly; but, stupidly, I failed to cut it
out of the newspaper. In that article, the
writer pointed out that since the war the
universities had played a great part in
providing new members for the House of
Commons. I think it was said that about
40 per cent. of the new members of the
House of Commons elected since the last
war as representatives of the Labor, Con-
servative or Tory Parties held some uni-
versity degree either in culture—such as
a Bachelor of Arts—or, in the fleld of
economics.

Yet, strange to say, in our State and in
Australia generally, the universities have
played little or no part in providing new
members for either Chamber of the legis-
lature in each State. I think if mem-
hers will study carefully their colleagues in
either House they will find that there are
only about two or three members who
hold university degrees. It is a very sad
commentary on our University that it does
not provide more men or women who are
interested in the Government of our
State. 8o, after making probably the
longest speech I have ever made in this
House, I propese to agree with the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-Reply.

THE HON. G, E. JEFFERY (Suburban)
{8.5]: In addressing myself fo the mation
for the adoption of the Address-in-Reply,
firstly I would like to be associated with
the congratulatory messages that you, Mr,
President, have received. You are the
eleventh President of the Legislative
Council that this State has known in the
yvears of self-Government; and in the few
weeks that yvou have oecupied the Chair I
have no doubt that those who have toiled
within these walls will say that when the
time comes for you to retire from your high
office you will have eqgualled the excellent
reputations that have been built up by
your predecessors. I always had & warm
regard for you whilst you were on the floor
of the House, and I am sure my good feel-
ings will eontinue towards you whilst you
are President.

I also wish to join those who have
spoken in congratulating the members
who were returned to this House as a result
of the last biennial election. I particularly
desire to congratulate Mr. Baxter because



[Tuesday, 23 August, 1960.]

the average Australian has a keen sport-
ing instinct and has great regard for
the man who makes a comeback; and Mr.
Baxter has done that. I also con-
gratulate Mr. Syd Thompson on his
election to the Legislative Council. On
opening day I sweated out his maiden
speech with him. I did the same thing
about four years ago on the opening day.
My only regret is that the election of Mr.
Syd Thompson is hrought about by the
retirement of Mr. Roche, who was affec-
tionately known to all of us as Pat. I only
hope that he will be restored to good health
in the near future, and that he will enjoy
his retivement for a long time to come.

I remember quite well what an honour-
able member—not of my party or political
persuasion-—said to me on my first cpening
day. It may he discreet to let his name
remain anonymous. He said, “Take it easy,
Jeff. For the first six months you wonder
how you got here, and after six months
you wonder how the rest got here.” I wish
to add that that was said in jocular vein
and I repeat it in the same sirain.

At the base of Mt. Eliza and Kings Park
we have a wonderful monument to the
previous Government. It is something
that hag been needed for a long time. A
Labor Government had the privilege of
building it and a Liberal Government had
the pleasure of opening it. I am referring
to the Narrows Bridge. It is indeed a thing
of beauty and something of which we can
be justly proud. Members can well recall
the traffic snarls that occurred on the
Causeway during peak periods. Today, as
a result of the building of the Narrows
Bridge, the volume of iraffic during peak
perioeds is down to 4,000 vehicles. Previously,
it had been 6,000. Conversely, the volume
of traffic over the Narrows Bridge during
peak periods is some 2,500 and that figure
is steadily increasing.

The Hon. G, Bennetts:
the opening?

The Hon. G. E. JEFFERY: Yes, I had
the privilege of being present at the open-
ing. It was a great social event, and it
was a day about which I will always be
proud. As a thing of beauty, I think the
Narrows Bridge far surpasses the Sydney
Bridge.

In speaking of bridges, in my own
electorate the bridege over the Swan River
at Bassendean has been widened, and any-
cne who has travelled over it regularly
realises the terrific difference there is to
the comfort of motorists who use it. The
bridge at South Guildford is also in the
process of being widened; and, in my
opinion, this work should have been done
40 vyears ago. Purther, around about
December, the Garratt Road Bridge will
be widened; and I think everyone who
lives in the Suburban Province will greatly
appreciate the completion of that work,
because when the bridee is widened it will
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certainly mean a great improvement and
better travelllng for the motorists who
use it.

I am somewhat concerned about the
Swan River foreshore, Everyone is always
speaking about how beautiful the Swan
River is and what improvements ean be
made to it. In my opinion we should pre-
serve the foreshore of the Swan River for
posterity. To me, it appears that a great
deal of the Swan River foreshore has been
wasted as a result of much of it being
gohbled up by private individuals. It is a
pity that a man such as Cel. Light did not
come to Perth in the early years of this
colony so that the city could have been
planned on proper lines for the maximum
welfare of the general public,

A great deal has been said about the
extensions to the Perth Airport at Guild-
ford, and it has been mentioned that the
resumption of land in the vicinity is a
Commonwealth responsibility. I «quite
agree, but I think the original plan sub-
mitted by Professor Stephenson, which in-
volved the building of a new airpoert on
the Wanneroo Road, is a much sounder
proposition, On logking at the map for
the proposed airport extensions, one can
readily see the funnel whith necessitates
the swathe of resumptions proposed
through the residential area at Belmont
and South Guildford. Most of the houses
are of postwar construction and are of a
good type; and, in my opinion, the long-
sighted view would be to construct the
ajrport where Professor Stephenson
planined it to go. I still think the present
Government could do the right thing by
the people who reside near the airport at
Guiidford by persuading the Common-
wealth Government not to continue with
its present plan for extension of the Perth
Airport. I admit that we cannot progress
without somebody getting hurt, but in this
case we could obtain our up-to-date air-
port on the sife which was originally set
aside for it.

An amazing feature of the people who
reside in my province is that despite the
demands that are made on their time and
on their pockets, there are still many who
are prepared to go out and do something
for those who are less fortunate than
themselves. There are two or three in-
stances that come readily to mind of the
wonderful work that is bheing done by
many charitable organisations. One of
these concerns the activities which sur-
rounded the opening in Mackie Street,
Victoria Park, of an aged people's welfare
centre. A committee, comprising business
and other sections of the community,
banded together to purchase the pro-
perty on which this centre is situated;
although there is still some money owing
on it. Members will be well advised to
take a trip to visit that centre in Vietoria
Park in order to inspect the facilities that
are made available for the enjoyment of
the old people; and from what they learn
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there they could probably be responsible
for establishing similar centres in their
own provinces.

We have in Western Australia a very
close liaison between the Government and
lecal government; and, in most instances,
it is a very happy relationship. I want
to pay a tribuie fo two people in my prov-
ince, one of whom has had a long asso-
ciation with local government, and the
other who has had no association with
local government whatsoever.

Mr. Dick McDonald, who is now 75 years
of age, is a veteran of the Boer War, and
World War I, and he recently retired as
chairman of the Bassendean Road Board.
Looking back over the years one realises
what a wonderful job he has done for this
State. He first joined the Bassendean
Road Board in 1915, but after one yeal
of service he resigned to enlist to serve
in World War I. After his return from
the war he served as a board member from
1922 to 1948—a period of 26 years. He was
re-elected in 1956 and is still sitting as
a member after four years; and he has
served a total of 31 years on the board.
During that period he was ehairman from
1929 to 1938. RHe served a further period
as chairman from 1939 to 1947. He vacated
the chair from 1947 to 1948; he stood down
te allow his deputy to be elected to office.
Il-Igeagwas then re-elected as chairman in

His record speaks for itself, and for the
respect in which he is held by the residents
in the district. Despite his age he is still
21\3 val:]xable member of the Bassendean Road

oard.

The other person to whom I want to pay
a tribute belongs to a type which seldom
receives praise, He can he regarded as a
symbol of the others in his group. I refer
to the recent retirement from army service
of Regimental Sergeant-Major Andy
Philp. His military career terminated when
the recent re-organisation of the army took
place. Before his retirement he had servea
for 16 years as instructor to high schoocl
cadets. In addition to his military service,
he zlso rendered great service in the train-
ing of cadets, and I know many parents
who owe him a debt of gratitude for the
work he did in trainine their sons. Andy
Philp was a vocal sergeant-major and, as
everyone knows, generally a tag is pinned
on such persons. The label of “Old
Thunder Guts” was tagged to Andy Philp
by the boys. He is affectionately known as
such and he is a very fine character; he is
a4 symbol eof the type which has been
retir_ed. and which has rendered wonderful
service.

I want to refer to youth centres. Until
recently I was president of one. In the
Suburban Province there are youth centres
in Bentley, Bassendean, Maylands, and
Midvale; and one has just been started
at Midland Junction. I cannot speak too
highly of the good work which is being

[COUNCIL.]

done by these centres for the most difficult
age group of the community—ithe teen-
agers. To my mind there is a great
wastage of funds, because in the selection
of the chief instructors one of the requis-
ites should be adequate training. The
Government would be well advised to set
up a school to give a three-months’ course
of training on the guidance of teenagers
to men selected to be instructors.
The youth centre movement is a wonder-
ful scheme but it lacks leadership; and
the expenditure of a few thousand pounds
would make all the difference to its con-
tinued success.

I now wish to refer to ancther problem
—one that confronts parents and citizens’
associations. Every member of this House
has an appreciation of the fine work dene
by those bodies. I realise that money does
not grow on trees and the Government has
to supply the first essentials first, and ob-
viously classrooms and equipment are the
first essentials. No doubt every member
in touring his electorate has often come
across schogls that are well equipped, but
with playing areas of just sand pa‘ches.
I want to mention the efforts of two
parents and citizens' associations to illus-
trate the need for governmenfal assist-
ance. I have read in the Press of other
schoels having similar problems to the
two I have in mind.

The Redcliffe School is very small, and
accommodates some 260 pupils. The Bel-
mont Park Road Board, which owns an
adjoining block in Selby Park, put down
a bore, but with very disappointing results.
In the summer months, to obtain the
maximum amount of water available from
the bore, it employs an old chap to at-
tend to the watering; he changes the posi-
tion of the sprinklers at night. The Red-
cliffe school is faced with the problem of
having to put down a bore with the pros-
pect of getting only a little water. This
is one occasion when the Government
should step in and assist the parvents and
citizens’ association attacned to that
school.

Even though parents and citizens' asso-
ciations are prepared—from my discus-
sions with them I understand this to be
the position—to pay the major expenses
involved, the Government would be well
advised to consider the grantinz of in-
terest-free loans to these hodies; or at
least loans repayable over a long period
at a low rate of interest.

The other school I have in mind is the
Queen’s Park State School. On the 27th
May it received a quote for the supply
of a reticulation scheme for the playing
area. The quote was £1,775, of which the
Education Department was prepared 1o
contribute £710. The parents and citizens’
association would, therefore, have to meet
the balance of £1065. The Canning Road
Board has generously offered a loan of £50
per year for five years, and at the end of the
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period it will review the situation. The board
also agreed to give the association the
loan of its machinery, but the association
would have to pay the wages of the opera-
tives. In view of the good work that is
done by parents and citizens' associations,
the contribution of £1,065 by the Queen's
Park parents and citizens’ association is
a rather steep imposition. If the Govern-
ment can See its way to lend this atnount
to be repaid over a long period at a low
rate of interest, the school will be able
to enjoy the facilities without having to
wait for them.

The Queen’s Park Parents and Citizens'
Association is deserving of help, because
we all know that the residents of that
suburb belong to the working class, and
they are not in receipt of high incomes.
Although that parents and citizens' associa-
tion has undertaken the construction of a
hall which is estimated conservatively to
be worth £3,000—when completed it will
be worth £5,000 or more—it has also, in the
last 12 months, spent £1,352 on t.he
provision of school facilities. Per cepila
that effort by the association will be hard
to beat. The number of children attending
the Queen’s Park State School is just over
600, so over £2 per child has been contri-
buted. It does not need me to tell members
how laudable was the effort of this organ-
isation. The Government should encour-
age these people, because the assets they
create for the schools become the pro-
perty of the State Government in the
ultimate.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I agree with
you; but of course the difficulty is that if
you start doing this for one, you will
have to do the same for every State school.
That could lead to fewer classrooms and
facilities.

The Hon. G. E. JEFFERY: I have be-
fore me a petition which was sent to me
erroneously. It does not concern a State
matter; it should be directed to the Federal
Government. The petition is addressed to
myself, and is as foliows:—

We, as parents of children attend-
ing the Bassendean Primary State
School of W.A. wish to draw your
attention to the necessity for more
support from the Federal Government
for the education of our children.

The oft repeated stories of lack of
finance, and that educgtion is a State
responsibility, does not allay public
concern about the state of education
in Australia.

Therefore, as memhers of the Bas-
sendean Parents & Citizens' Associa-
tion attending this meeting, we wish
you, as our member in the Legislative
Council to press this vital matter of
Federal aid for education to the utter-
most.

The other evening I asked a question in
this House regarding education. The only
satisfaction I received was that 14 per cent,
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of the total revenue made available to the
Government is spent on education. Some
three or four years ago I know that West-
ern  Australia, per taxpayver, did spend
more money on education than did any
other State. I believe the same position
still applies. The people who elect members
to the State Parliament also elect the
members to the Federal Parliament; so it
amazes me that when the Premiers of the
States attend the Premiers’ conferences to
deal with matters of this nature, they are
not given larger grants for education.

One other matter I wish to bring up con-
cel'ns the State Housing Commission which
acts as the agent for the Commonwealth
Government in the provision of war service
homes. It relates to ex-servicemen who
were fortunate encugh to obtain war ser-
vice homes initially. With the passage of
yvears and with increases in families of
some of these ex-servicemen, their accom-
modation is now inadequate. The unfov-
tunate part is that a lengthy period must
elapse before additional funds can be made
available for additions such as an extra
sleep-out or a hedroom to meet the needs
of the increased family. I ask the Minisfer
concerned to look into this matter because
one or two persons in this category are in
dire straits; their houses are inadequate
for their needs. They are suffering hard-
ship; and in one case the person concerned
had to install the bunk type of heds to
accommodate his family.

One good step taken by the present Gov-
ernmant is the reopening of the Koonga-
mia railway line. I would like the service
to be extended furthcer to Mundaring., I
have no illusions about the financial bur-
den which is placed on the Government,
and I know the strain placed on it by the
financial position of the railways. But
Perth is one of the lovely cities with near-
by hills which are not being utilised fully.
Adelaide and similar cities have gone
ahead and settled in their adjacent hills.
There, one can appreciate the residential
areas of the hills after visiting Mt. Lofty.

The only thing which retards the de-
velopment of the hills residential area in
Western Australia is laock of finance on
the part of the working people, because
with the transport situation as it is a
person living in the hills must own a
moter vehicle. The day is not far distant
when the metropolitan area must extend
eastwards. As a resuit of the closing of
the Mundaring line, the development of
the city took place north and south. The
Government should look into this matter
and reopen the line to Mundaring.

I want to make reference to an adver-
tisement published on page 13 of The West
Australian of the 26th March—I do not
know whether the number is regarded as
fatal—in which the present Government
made a report 10 the people on its activi-
ties after one year in office. Anything can
lock good if there is nothing else to com-
pare it with. The action of the Government
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in one respect contrasts rather strangely
with the report, because recently it re-
fused the radio time which was offered
by the Australian Broadcasting Commis-
sion to continue the session “Highlights
of Parliament.” It is only by allowing
people of contrasting views to speak that
one is able to understand the two extremi-
ties of an argument, and so formulate
some idea of the advantages or disadvan-
tages of any Government or its policies.
The refusal of this Government to accept
the time for the session ‘‘Highlights of
Parliament”—which had a wide audience
in this State—points to the weakness of
the present Government. In similar cir-
cumstances, if the party to which I am
privileged to belong were t0 become the
Government, we would welcome the oppor-
tunity to participate in such a session,
confident that in so doing we would be
acting in the best interests of the people.

Much has been said about taxation. I
need not say anything more about the
record of the present Government in re-
speet of taxation. All metropolitan
dwellers have felt the impact of increased
charges and taxes. Soon after the present
Government took office, railway fares paid
by suburban dwellers were increased. In
addition to the proposed increases to take
effect next week, or shortly, these fares
will be 333 per cent. greater. I know that
other people have to pay increased charges
also, but the suburban dweller in the first
instance paid a considerable increase soon
after the present Government itook office.

I realise and remember very well the
attitude of the then Opposition to the
Government which I supported, when
drivers’ licenses were increased from 5s.
to 10s. I wonder how they reconcile their
views on the increase then with their views
on the increase from 10s. to £1 under the
present regime. As the owner of a well-
known brand of motorcar I am aware
that license fees were increased from
£12 11s. 6d. to £14 7s. 6d. under the present
Governmment. ‘Take land tax for instance;
it has gone up by about 25 per cent.; and
water rates are also to be increased by
that amount.

I have given much thought to the ques-
tion of inflation. The usual attitude to
halt inflation is to peg the wages of wor-
kers, and hope that everything else will
come down by and by. Most members
will appreciate that the greatest tragedy
in old age is poverty. I know that poverty
can be brought about by very many causes,
one of which is the frittering away of
one's earnings in one’s youth. As often
as not, poverty has been caused by hard-
ship, misadventure, and those happenings
inet by anyone in the course of his life.
I believe the only solutiom to the question
—and one that has a lot of possibilities—is
for the State Government to take up with
the Federal Government the matter of a
national suverannuation scheme. I think
the lot of these people would then be con-
siderably improved. I also think it would
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have a wonderful effect on the financial
position of this country. I have visions
of millions of pounds heing made available
to the Federal! and State Governments,
and at a low rate of interest, for the
carrying out of public works and national
development,

The tragedy of old age has been closely
associated with poverty. Although a num-
ber of pzople complain about lack of bene-
fits from superannuation schemes, I be-
lieve, quite frankly, that the ordinary man
in the street would welcome a superannua-
tion scheme on a national basis.

Much has bheen said of tourism. I do
not wish to be considered a wet blanket;
I am as keen as anyohe to see tourists
in Western Australia, as long as these
tourists contribute to the State. So many
of them at the present time come and
see, and then disappear.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: They are known
as seagulls.

The Hon. G. E. JEFFERY: The Govern-
ment envisages an expenditure of
£0,500,000 on the East-West road. There
is nothing basically wrong with that, but
I think there are more important com-
munity projects on which the money
should be spent. I think it would be
cheaper for the Government to subsidise
the cartage of motor vehicles across the
Nullarhor by train. Not mueh is to be
seen on the Nullarbor Plain, and I think
the subsidising of the cartage of vehicles
from Eastern Australia to Western Aus-
tralia would be cheaper than expending
money at the present time on the East-
West coastal highway.

The Hon. Gr. Bennetts: What about de-
fence?

The Hon. G. E. JEFFERY: I suggest that
this palatial highway the Government is
envisaging would not make much differ-
ence to defence. The whole nature of de-
fence has changed since the days of the
Siegfried Line. I am confining myself
solely to the tourist angle. I do
think that the holding of the Empire
Games in Perth will give a fillip to the
State. I do not think it will give us the
kick that some people think it will, but
it will certainly attract people from coun-
tries overseas—thase people whom we wish
to attract. Distances are as great as ever
they were, but air travel has in effect
lessened them.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: As a pessi-
mist, you are almaost in a professional class.

The Hon. G. E. JEFFERY: I am a
realist. Some people are carried away by
their own party propaganda, but I wish to
face facts. It is then much easier should
one fall. Living in a world of make-
believe, whent one falls the ground is very
hard. When referring to a world of ;make-
believe, I wish to discuss the alleged indus-
trial revolution that has taken place in
Western Australia since the advent of the
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present Government. No doubt the hon-
ourable member will be able to defend his
Government, but at the moment I would
like the courtesy of being heard.

We have been told a great deal about
the lack of money in the State, yet the
Government is making a substantial loan
o the Australian Paper Manufacturers. I
think the State is paying through the nose
for an industry that is quite able to stand
on its own feet. It is a prosperous industry.
I am not averse to helping any industry
that is coming into the State, but I think
this is out of balance with the economic
position in Western Australia.

While on this subject of industrial re-
volution, I was speaking to the Minister
the other night. He pointed out that the
reduction of numbers in the building
trades was caused to some extent by a
change in the type of work being per-
formed. To a certain extent I agree with
that; but the cold bare facts are that on
the 31st March, 1959, there were 1,173
building trade apprentices in this State
and on the 31st March, 1960, there were
890—a 25 per cenb. decrease. We also dis-
cussed the engineering trade, and we found
that the figures for the engineering trade
were static. The number of apprentices in
1959 was 653 and the number of appren-
tices registered in 1960 was 641, a decrease
of 12. I think the depression proved that
real industrial expansion depends on the
availability of skilled labour.

Although I realise the importance of se~
curing migrants, I consider the bost place
to secure skilled labour is from Waestern
Australia. I think the apprentices should
come from the youth of the State. I was
interested in the comments of Dr. Hislop
when, a few moments ago, he spoke of his
experiences as a young doctor and the
wages that were paid. I know that since
I served as an apprentice, wages have gone
up; but the thinking regarding apprentices
which existed 50 years ago still exists to-
day. A boy serves five years on a small
wage and at the end of the period, when
he is 21 years of age, he is entitled to
earn a wage which he will still be earning
when he is 65, if he does not receive
promeotion.

In March a boy entering the trade earned
£4 15s. a week in his first year, I know
there have been two small basic wage in-
creases since, and he now gets approxim-
ately £4 17s.6d. A girl can be taught
to type—and I do not wish to detract
from the importance of typists—and after
six months she can start work and earn
from £7 to £7 10s. a week, An appren-
tice pointed these figures out to me.
After six months' training, the average
girl can go to work at the age of 15. By
the time the apprentice lad has reached
24, he has worked eight years—five as an
apprentice and three as a journeyman.
The girl has worked hine years. At the
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age of 24, both will have earned the same
amount of money. 1 think the time has
come for a change in attitude concerning
apprentices.

Pensioners have been termed the lost
souls of the community. Without de-
tracting from their position, I consider
that the lost souls in Western Australia
at the moment are the apprentices., I see
no reason for the difference in wages be-
tween a boy in a trade and a boy em-
ployed in the civil service. I was em-
ployed in the civil service prior to becom-
ing an apprentice; and one boy is as
valuable to the community as the other.
The one earns £4 15s. a week, the other
£7 105.3d. To my mind, both are equally
important members of the community, and
I suggest they should receive equal pay.

I turn to another weakness of the so-
called industrial revolution of this Govern-
ment. I refer to the Unfair Trading and
Profit Control Act. It was a wonderful
political tactic of the Government during
the elections; it created a terrific fear in
the public mind, and had a direct bearing
on the result of the last election. Despite
the Press statement made by the Minister
for Industrial Development, the weakness
of the present Government is clearly shown
by its attitude of reverence to the Chair-
man of Directors of the Cockburn Cement
Co. If there is any bhusinessman in the
world — or the British Commonwealth —
who would attract industry to Western
Australia, this man would be the last.

Were I able to find it, I would read
a letter written by the Minister to
myself in which he informed me of the
viork to be undertaken in the Midland
Junction Railway Workshops. I thought it
was a veiled threat and the work was con-~
tingent on the faet there would be na
industrial unrest. It is most unfortunate
that the men employed at the Midland
Junction Workshops lack confidence in the
Minister and the Government.

It has become the practice in this House
to read poetry. The following are the
words of John Greenleaf Whittier—not
George Cornell, the Kipling of Kellerberrin
—and might be read before every Cabinet
meeting of the present Government when
discussing industrial matters. The words
are taken from “King Solomon and the
Ants”—

Happy must be the State
Whaose ruler heedeth more
The murmurs of the poor
Than flatteries of the great.

I would like to turn to the subject of
water rates, and will read a short extract
of a statement that appeared in The West
Australian on the 10th June, 1960—

Water Rise First for 7 Years, Says

wild.
The necessity for the rise in water
charges was regrettable, bhut the

charges had not risen since 1953,
Water Supplies Minister Wild =aid
yesterday.
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For several years, some additional
revenue had been gained by progres-
sive and conservative reviews of pro-
perty valuations, he said.

But substantial basic wage and
marginal adjustments since 1953 were
having a cumulative effect on opera-
tional and maintenance expenditure.

Mr. Wild emphasised that the rises
were not designed to make good the
big loss in revenue caused by summer
water restrictions. They were aimed
simply at meeting the additional
£315,000 in revenue the Water Supply
Depariment would need in 1960-61.

I draw the attention of the House to see-
tion 93 of the Water Supply, Sewerage and
Drainage Act 1908-1951. There are four
categaries under which trevenue raised
can be spent: (1) administration; (2}
cperating costs; (3) interest and sinking
fund; (4} extensions, construction and im-
provement of such works out of revenue.
I suggest that the present policy of the
Government is drawing the long bow in-
deed—a doubtful bhow—in the raising of
revenue through the medium of inecreasing
water charges arbitrarily by 25 per cent.
Increased costs, I know, exist, and wapes
have gone up, but in the past Govern-
ments have been able to finance the
cperations of the Metropolitan Water
Supply Department by normal progressive
valuations which take place every three
years. During the Hawke Government’s
regime, the water rate was lowered from
15. 9d. in the £ valuation to 1s. 6d. The
sewerage rate stayed at 1s. 9d.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: What happened
to the valuation?

The Hon. G. E. JEFFERY: At the end
of 1957-58—which was the last full
valuation year of the Hawke Government
—the Water Supply Department had an
accumulated surplus of £263,000, and the
share of the total for 1957-58 was £45,000.

The Hon. A. F. Grifiith: What hap-
pened to the valuations during that time?

The Hon. G. E. JEFFERY: I say the
rates were able to he reduced: and despite
the reduction from 1s.9d. to 1s. 6d. during
the Hawke Government's regime, there
was an accumulated profit of £263,000.

In the 1959-60 financial year the present
Government budgeted for a £127,000 in-
crease in revenue without the arbitrary
increase of 25 per cent. T suggest that
the £127.000 increase in revenue would
come predominantly from increases in
rates through a revision of valuations, and
through the sale of excess water. I am the
first to admit that through unusual cir-
cumstances there was no sale of excess
water, and so the Government lost
£250,000. I also feel that it is a fair
assumption that the unusual circumstances
that obtained last year will not obtain this
year, or for some years to come; although
I know one cannot gamble on the weather,

(COUNCIL.]

The Hon. R. C. Mattiske: The Govern-
ment also lost a lot of revenue at Northam
through abnormally low rates.

The Hon. . E. JEFFERY: On the exist-
ing valuations for 1959-60, the Government
had a surplus of £31,804 in the sewerage
department rate account. I suggest that
the increase in wafer rates will increase
the rate on the sewerage, even though the
rate in the pound is still 1s, 9d.; in other
words, the increased revenue the Govern-
ment will receive on the sewerage side is
disproportionate to the water supply side,
and it will give the Government much more
money than is obvious at this moment. I
have a classic example here where one
individual, with the arbitrary increase of
25 per cent., plus the revaluation falling in
the one year, had an increase from £9 3s.
to £16 17s.—that is a householder’s rate.
And he is no orphan.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: It is scandalous.

The Hon. G. E. JEFFERY: I would like
to quote some answers to questions asked
of the Minister in another place so that
every person will know why I intend to
move an addendum to the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-Reply.

The Hon. A. P, Griffith: We are getting
s0 used $o that.

The Hon. G. E. JEFFERY: From the
answers it can be seen that the areas
affected are mostly represented by Liberal
members in another place; so members
cannot attribute any ulterior motive to my
amendment. When I read out the answers
to the questions asked, which refer to those
areas which have received both the
arbitrary increase and the normal progres-
sive revaluation at the same time, members
will see that predominantly they are rep-
resented by Liberal members of Parliament
in another place. On Tuesday, the 2nd
August, in answer to a question asked in
another place, the Minister for Water Sup-
plies (Mr. Wild) replied—

The following districts were regarded
as being under-valued in relation to
other districts, namely:—

Fremantle Municipality (exclud-
ing City Ward).

East Fremantle Municipality.

Melville Road Board.

Mosman Park Road Board.

Peppermint Grove Road Board.

Cottesioe Municipalily.

Claremont Municipality.

Nedlands Municipality.

Subiaco Municipality.

Hardly any of those areas are represented
by & socialist member. The list continues—

Perth City Council—the follow-
ing wards: Leederville, Floreat
Park-City Beach, North Perth
and Victoria Park.

Perth Road Board.

Wannerco Road Board
mion).

Bayswater Road Board.

(Mar-



[Tuesday, 23 August. 1960.]

Mundaring Road Board (Green-
mount-Swan View).

Bassendean Road Board.
Midland Junction Municipality.
Belmont Road Beard.

South Perth Municipality.
Canning Road Board.

Gosnells Road Board.

Armadale-Kelmscott Road Board
(Kelmscott).

It might have been quicker and easier had
1 read those areas that are not included.
I suggest that the present Government is
using the Water Supply Department to
raise revenue for purposes other than those
listed in section 93 of the principal Act,
and that the people of the metropolitan
area are receiving a raw deal at the hands
of the Government. I move that the fol-
lowing words be added to the motion for
the adoption of the Address-in-Reply:—

We wish also to advise Your Excel-
lency that there is widespread and
strong dissatisfaction in the metro-
politan area against the severe in-
creases recently made in water rates
by the Government.

Points of Order

The Hon. A. ¥F. GRIFFITH: Mr.lPresi—
dent, I wish to ask you for a ruling on
this matter. In this present session of
Parliament we are becoming accustomed
to having amendments moved to the
motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-Reply. I refer you, Mr. President, to
Standing Order No. 120, which states—

Subject to Standing Order No. 178,
no Question or Amendment shall be
proposed which is the same in sub-
stance as any Question or Amend-
ment which, during the same Session,
has been resolved in the affirmative
ot negative, unless the order, resolu-
tion, or vote on such question or
amendment, has been rescinded. This
Standing Order shall not be suspended.

This Standing Order is subject to Stand-
ing Order No. 178, which reads—

A Bill may amend or repeal any
Act of the same session.

I quote that to make sure there is no dif-
ficulty in respect of that Standing Order.
If you would he so kind, Mr. President, as
to read again the amendment Mr. Jeffery
moved you will see that it says—

We wish also to advise Your Excel-
lency that there is widespread and
strong dissatisfaction In the metro-
politan area against the severe in-
creases recently made in water rates
by the Government.

142-43)
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If you will also refer to an amendment
moved by Mr. Strickland to the meotion
for the adoption of the Address-in-Reply,
on Tuesday, the 2nd August, you will see
that this is part of that amendment—

Furthermore we would protest
strongly against the Governinent’s mis-
handling of the finances of the Metro-
politan Water Supply, and recent
severe increases in water rates.

You will remember, Sir, that on that
amendment members of this Chamber
traversed the whole matter fully and com-
pletely. They pointed out where they con-
sidered the Gavernment had done the
wrong thing in connection with the hand-
ling of water rates. We were all given
ample opportunity to address ourselves to
this particular subject, and many mem-
bers, particularly on the Opposition side,
availed themselves of that opportunity.

I went to considerable trouble to answer
the case put up on that occasion. Not be-
ing satisfied with that, Mr. Wise sought
the opportunity, to which he was entitled,
to point out that I had made statements
which were not accurate. He challenged
them and, at a later stage in the proceed-
ings, I was able, when the Supply Bill was
introduced, to go over the question again
and answer the charges made against the
Government with respeet to the mishand-
ling of water rates.

I contend that the present amend-
ment moved by the honourable member
is exactly the same in principle, and is
emnloyed for idemtically the same purpose
as the two previous amendments were em-
ployed—to waste the time of the House.
According to Standing Order No. 178 I be-
lieve I am entitled to ask you to move this
amendment out of order.

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Mr, President,
I ask you for a ruling. As the Minister
has been permitted to make a speech and
outline a case to assist you in coming to
a conclusion, I would like, with your per-
mission, to make some comment from our
angle on this matter.

The PRESIDENT: You may.

The Hon. F. J, S. WISE: Thank you; I
submit to you that there is—

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: On a point
of order, Mr. President—and I hope the
honourable member will forgive me for a
moment—I posed a question to you. 1
have asked you for a ruling in accord-
ance with Standing Order No. 178,

The Hon. H. €, Strickland: But you
made a speech to support it.

The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH: In doing so
I made an explanation as to why I re-
quired a ruling. I respectfully suggest that
gt this point of time the matter is not
open to debate.



618

The PRESIDENT: Mr. Wise, I think I
had better give you an opportunity to
speak after I have given a ruling on this
matter. I will leave the Chair until the
ringing of the bells.

Sitting suspended from 8.55 to 9.15 p.m.

President’s Ruling

The PRESIDENT: Having considered
the amendment moved by the Hon. G. E.
Jeffery and the previous amendment
moved by the Hon. H. C, Strickland, I
am of the opinion that the import of
words used in both motions is substan-
tially the same and I therefore rule the
amendment of the Hon. G. E. Jeffery to
be out of order.

Digsent from President’'s Ruling

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I move—

That the President’s ruling be dis-
agreed with.

The PRESIDENT: Is there a seconder?

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I second
the motion.

The Hon, H. C. STRICKLAND: I second
the motion.

The Hon. A. P, Griffith: Does it take
two to second the motion?

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: There is
no need for anyhody to laugh. When I
get up to second a motion I get up for
just that purpose—to second the motion.
I do net do it facetiously.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
ig—
That the President’s ruling be dis-
agreed with.

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Having moved
that your ruling, Sir, be disagreed with,
it means that I do not agree at all with
your contention that the words are sub-
stantially the same and mean the same.

Point of Order

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am sorry
to interrupt the honourable member, but
would you, Sir, be good enough to tell me
whether, under Standing Order No. 405,
this question has to be determined now?
The Standing Order says that the House
shall be adjourned and the determination
will take place at the next sitting of the
House,

The PRESIDENT: My ruling is that Mr,
Wise is in the process of moving to dis-
agree with my ruling; and after Mr. Wise
has moved, this House will adjourn the
question.

The question

Dissent Resumed

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I noted in
your comment and in your ruling that
you, Sir, decided that the words meant
substantially the same thing, an opinion,

[COUNCIL.]

with which, with much respect, I strongly
disagree, The words in the addendum to the
motion as moved by Mr, Strickland were
at the end of a specific protest which, with
other addilions as protesis, were to be con-
veyed to His Excellency when the Address-
in-Reply was presented to him. That

porgion of Mr. Strickland’s amendment
read—

We would protest strongly against
the Government’'s mishandling of the
finances of the Metropolitan Water
Supply Department, and recent severe
increases in water rates.

The addendum was attached quite prop-
erly to the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-Reply to voice a protest to
he conveyed to His Excellency in regard
to the mishandling of public finance he-
cause of the increase in water rates. It
was essentially a protest against the ac-
tions of the Government in that con-
nection.

The addendum as now moved is to
advise His Excellency of the dissatisfaction
of the public in this maiter. There is no
relationship whatever to the mishandling
of Government finance which comes into
its coffers from collections made under the
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage, and
Drainage Act of 1909. It is something
entirely different. We wish His Excellency
to know that the public is expressing, in
very strong terms, dissatisfaction against
the very severe increases made in water
rates as recently imposed by the Govern-
ment.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: If His Ex-
celleney read your previous speech, he
would be aware of that.

The Hon. P. J. 8. WISE: His Excellency
has no desire, intention, or inclination to
read what I say or what the honourable
member says. Indeed, in neither ¢case may
it. be to his enlightenment. But what I
am saying now is something entirely dif-
ferent from an analysis I made, not on
the Address-in-Reply at all, but as criti-
cism on a Supply Bill, which was not
replied to by the Minister at that time.
However, it was replied to in part by
him during another debate. This is quite
irrelevant, and I apologise for answering
an interjection.

This point is specific. It deals wholly
and solely with the necessily for the
Governor to know that there is strong
public opinion and widespread dissatisfac-
tion coming to members in the street, in
their homes, and by letters, at the added
burden placed upon them by these water
rates. In the first case it was an endeav-
our to have Parliament express a protest;
and the wording of this amendment is
simply to say to His Excellency that we
wish to draw his attention to the unhappy
state of mind of the public in this matter;
and to draw His Excellency’s attention to
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the fact that there is widespread and
strong dissatisfaction in the minds of the
public,

Therefore, with due respect, Sir, I submit
there is no relevancy at all in the com-
position of the words or their meaning,
and that your ruling is quite wrong.

Point of Order

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Standing
Order No. 405 requires that the House
shall adjourn unless a determination of
the question is required immediately. So
far as I am concerned, as Leader of the
House, the determination is not required
immediately, but I am quite prepared to
debate the subject if it is in order to
do so.

The PRESIDENT: I would say that the
debate should be adjourned. I am leaving
it to the Minister.

On motion by the Hon. A. F. Griffith
{Minister for Mines), debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.26 p.m.
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